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INTRODUCTION

ORGANIZATION

George Fox, the founder of the Religious Society of Friends, recog-
nized early that attention to detail was an essential in an organization
which had no paid Minister. His own constructive powers included the
knowledge that the value of written records could at no time be under-
estimated.

The worship of the Religious Society has, from its beginning been
based on a quiet waiting on God, so that his Spirit may be revealed in
the heart of each person. In the disorderly period of the mid-seven-
teenth century, when any man might speak in church after the conclusion
of the Service, such quiet withdrawal in reverent silence must have been
helpful to many. Meetings for Worship, the first essential of the
Society, were attended by hundreds of people, not all of whom professed
to join it in membership, and it does not seem clear when the sharp
distinction between well-wishers and those received into formal member-
ship was drawn. {See Rufus Jones, Later Periods of Quakerism,Macmillan
1921, I, 108). The early preachers of the Society spoke in market
places, open fields, hills and towns, as well as in the quietness of their
own homes and places of worship.

Quakerism was but one manifestation of the bewildered groping of
men of the seventeenth century for a religion to fit their needs. Minds
moulded by Reformation and Counter-reformation to habits of religious
thought were ready to seek for truth. Many sects arose, of whom only
a few survived. George Fox’s doctrine, that God was revealed to man
through the life of Christ and through the work of the Holy Spirit in
each individual, appealed to minds torn by the dissensions within the
orthodox church. Men of every social standing flocked to hear him
speak as he moved from place to place during the Civil War and the
interregnum.

A deep religious spirit was awakened in England among those who
listened to him. Fox realized that without paid ministers some organ-
ization was needed to co-ordinate groups which met in widely dispersed
areas. Thus his genius for church government evinced itself. It is
very important that this systematized approach should not be confused
with the religious sense of unity with God which preceded it. The best
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2 INTRODUCTION

study of the subject may be found in W. C. Braithwaite’s First Period of
Quakerism and his Second Period of Quakerism (Macmillan, 1912 and 1919)
and in the introduction of Frederick Tolles to the 2nd edition (Cambridge
University Press, 1955 and 1961) of the Second Period. The second
edition of each volume has valuable annotation and revision by Professor
Henry J. Cadbury. ‘

MEETINGS

The word  Meeting ’ as used among Friends has several applications,
the most familiar being that for Worship held, not alone on Sunday
and at least one other day of the week, but also as a preliminary to
many other meetings. This consists usually of periods of silent worship
interspersed with vocal prayer or ministry. Meetings for Discipline
are those which are responsible for the organization and business of
the Society, and are conducted without a paid ministry. The ‘“ sense
of the Meeting " is the outcome of a quiet deliberation and contribution
to the matter in hand, and is arrived at without division or vote. One
member, known usually as the clerk of the Meeting, records the wish
of the gathering. A system of special or sub-committees often carries
out the decisions arrived at, while individual members arrange to do
the work of visiting and looking after the sick and the poor, of matters
concerning education, and all the various activities of church life,

A pyramid system of Meetings throughout England was evolved
gradually to conduct the business of the Church, its pattern being
followed in broad outline in Ireland. The base of the pyramid was
the National or Yearly Meeting, to which representatives from all
parts of the country came. Their main function in the earlier days
was to bring news of distant Friends, to record the sufferings to which
Friends were exposed for their beliefs, and to give opportunity for a
combined meeting for worship. In Ireland each Province was asked to
send at least six representatives to these meetings. More were usually
present. As time went on Epistles or letters of advice and exhortation
were sent to other Meetings of the Provinces, and much later still to
America, Europe, the West Indies and other parts of the world. From
such Meetings Epistles were also received. Throughout the country
representative Meetings for extensive areas were formed, later to be
known as Quarterly (in Ireland Province) Meetings. A Six-weeks
Meeting was, in the 18th century, usually held between each Province
Meeting, transacting nearly the same business as the latter, but differing
in different areas. These were discontinued in 1792. Province Meetings
were composed of members from the Men’s (later Monthly) Meetings
of more localized districts. Monthly Meetings were instituted to look
after the business affairs of the Church, including essentially the care
of the poor. These Meetings were, and still are, composed of members
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of particular Meetings for Worship in the district most of which hold
a Preparative or Business Meeting monthly to conduct local business
and to appoint representatives to other Meetings. In 1692 the
National Meeting desired that the Province Meeting should include
one or two Friends from each particular Meeting “ to meet apart and
take account of the management of each respective meeting in relation
to the Meeting for Worship or concerning Public Friends or Testimonies
borne in the Meeting.”” From this select Province Meeting Elders and
Friends in the Ministry were (from the year 1694) appointed to the
select, or Chamber, Meeting held before each National Meeting. These
select meetings were the forerunners of the present Meetings of Mini-
sters and Elders. For further particulars of the growth of these
meetings the book known as the manuscript book of Extracts should be
consulted as a guide to the dates needed, before search is made of the
appropriate minute books.

Thus the pyramid was complete—Meeting for Worship, with its
Preparative or Business Meeting, Monthly Meeting for a district,
Quarterly Meeting for a larger area, and finally the National, now known
as the Yearly Meeting. In Ireland the Six-Weeks Meeting was
actually a part of the Province Meeting. It appears, however, that such
a Meeting was held for Tipperary in addition to the Province one for
Munster, and included Waterford (see Munster Province Meeting
Minutes and also those for Cork, 1roth March, 1692). This may be
accounted for by the difficulty experienced in travelling throughout
the Province. The entry for Cork Six-Weeks Meeting for the 27/7/1690
reads  The siege of Cork happening to be just at that time we had no
Meeting.”

The main outline of this system was set up in Ireland following the
visit of George Fox in 1669. William Edmundson, who in 1654
had become convinced of the soundness of the approach to religion
made by Friends, had spent the intervening years in Ireland both
preaching and practising the new religion, and it appears from Wight
and Rutty’s History of the Rise and Progress of Friends in Ireland (Ist ed.
Dublin, I. Jackson, 1751) that Edmundson had already been instru-
mental in establishing Provincial, and some Monthly Meetings. (The
modern spelling of the name Edmundson has been used throughout.
In the 17th century it was spelled Edmondson).

The arrival of George Fox coincided with the arrangements being
made for the holding of the first National Meeting. His advice and
help are acknowledged by William Edmundson in his Journal (st ed.
p-5I, Dublin, Samuel Fairbrother, 1715). Thus “ In the year 1669
George Fox came into Ireland and several Friends in the Ministry with
him. He settled Men’s and Women’s Meetings amongst Friends
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throughout the Nation, i.e. that faithful men and women should take
care in the Government of Church Affairs, which were and are of
great Service. I was much eased by it (as I told George Fox at the
time) for I had a great concern in those things which had lain heavy
upon my spirit for several years before; This gave every faithful
Friend a share of the Burthen.”

Meetings of Women Friends took place, generally at the same time
and place as those of the men, but in a separate room. They had
great influence, dealing with the relief of the poor, widows and orphans;
the good behaviour of women and girls; enquiries into suitability of
marriages; and such matters as the observance of moderation in dress
and in the furnishings of houses.

But the Men’s Meeting alone had executive authority. It dealt with
membership and disownment (often, however, asking for advice from
the Women’s Meeting); with matters relating to property, including
Meeting Houses and burial grounds; and in dealings with the State
and with the Established Church. Therefore, it was unnecessary for
the Women’s Meeting to keep regular detailed minutes. That they did
not do so was certainly not due to illiteracy for, from the early women’s
records that survive from the 17th and early 18th century, we realize
that they wrote long Epistles to other Meetings in Ireland and elsewhere.
Although we do not obtain much historical information from such, or
from the scanty minutes available, it is remarkable that from 1680
onwards women Friends seem to have conducted their own affairs
regularly on the three levels of Monthly, Province and National
Meetings, though they never assembled at the Autumn Half-year
Meeting.

George Fox advised that every Meeting should keep true records
of transactions by means of minutes, and emphasized that registers of
births, marriages and burials must be kept. In 1669 in an Epistle to
Quarterly Meetings he wrote “... And that one or two Friends in
every Meeting do take account of all the Births, Marriages and Burials
and carry them to the Monthly Meeting and let one or two there be
ordered to receive them and record them there in a Book which is to be
kept at the Monthly Meetings. And from thence a copy of what is
recorded there to be brought to the Quarterly Meetings, and let one
or two there be appointed to receive them and to record them all in
one Book, which is to be kept for the whole County. And this will
be most safe, that if one book should happen to be lost the other may be
preserved for the use of such as may have occasion . . .” (Epistles of
George Fox, 1st ed., London, 1698, II no. 264). The National Meeting
of 3rd month 1671 held in Dublin added to this by a minute of advice
concerning the proper method of recording.
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RECORDS

As time went on the value of making records of other transactions
became evident and resulted in an accumulation of material which, in
in Ireland, dates from 1670, though some fragmentary earlier records
may be found, for instance Moate Men’s Meeting accounts mention
asum sent to London in 1667 * after it was burned.” Material recorded
may be classified as follows:—

Minute Books occurring in every Meeting, most of which survive.

Membership Records: i.e. Family lists or ‘ Lineage Books,” lists
of members, and statistics, copies of certificates of Removal from the
compass of one Monthly Meeting to another, records of Sufferings,
copies of Wills and Inventories.

Finance. Thissection includes the accounts kept by various Meetings
and those scattered throughout Minute Books, a few Poor Account
books, ledgers etc.

Education. Books recording the minutes and transactions of com-
mittees set up to establish schools under the care of the Religious Society
of Friends; also books for recording the internal management of such
schools in cases where they are now defunct, or relating to the early
period of those still in existence.

Property and deeds. This includes books for copying deeds and
transactions relating to property owned by Meetings.

As far as possible the archives in this Guide are arranged under the
headings of Meetings which produced them. First Minutes of the
National Half-Year Meeting (changed to a Yearly Meecting in 1794)
which has met in an unbroken sequence since 1669. Secondly Province
Records; Leinster, Munster and Ulster had Province Meetings. Con-
naught alone had none, though a few isolated Meetings took place
within its bounds for which no records remain. Thirdly Monthly
Meetings, whose function is noted later and whose records include
minutes of Men’s and Women’s Meetings, oversight of the poor. Books
for recording Births, Marriages and Deaths, for recording Sufferings
in the area, for copying certificates given to Friends on their removal
from or to the compass of a Monthly Meeting, and other records dealing
with educational and financial matters. Material for fourteen such
Meetings is noted, Bandon and Youghal being included in the Cork
section, and Mountrath with Mountmellick. Fourthly Preparative
Meetings etc. for particular congregations. Few Minute Books of these
have been preserved for the period under review. Where they do
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exist they are included in the Guide. TLocal business was transacted by
these Meetings, and representatives sent to Monthly Meetings. All
these Meetings are still the functional method of organization of the
Religious Society of Friends in Ireland. Minutes were kept for every
Meeting, generally in folio volumes, very many of which are still extant.
The majority are now housed in the strong room of the Meeting House
at 6 Eustace Street, Dublin. Northern Ireland retains its own in the
Meeting House at Lisburn, Co. Antrim¥®, and those for Waterford are
in the Meeting House of that city.

The Yearly Meeting of Ireland has always been independent of
London Yearly Meeting in its constitution. Efforts have always been
made to keep Friends of both Meetings united in principles and parallel
in habits and customs by inter-visitation and regular exchange of
Epistles.

SUFFERINGS

Factual records of the imprisonments, fines, distraint of goods,
excommunications and other penalties for religious beliefs were kept
from the earliest days of the body. At a meeting in Skipton in York-
shire in 1653 it was recommended that a Friend be appointed in each
Men’s Meeting to keep a detailed record of all ““ Sufferings.” The
books of Sufferings of a few Monthly Meetings are preserved in Ireland.
All such Meetings, however, sent reports to the Province Meetings,
which in turn sent them on to the National or Yearly Meeting. Thus
we have among the Yearly Meeting records two such books dated
1653-1693 and 1693-1705, and three for the Province of Leinster 1656-
I70I, 1706-1714 and 1719-1723, in addition to those of Ulster and
Munster, neither of which is of an early date. A few early loose papers
do, however, exist which have been catalogued in the Library. Joseph
Besse, who in 1753 published a two volume folio work entitled An
Abstract of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, drew his material
from such recorded events throughout England, Scotland, Wales,
Ireland, America and Europe. This work covers the period 1650-16809,
the year of the Toleration Act of William III. His earliest date for
Ireland was 1654 when three English preachers travelled through that
country, testifying to their faith. Abraham Fuller of King’s County
and Thomas Holme of Wexford had previously published in 1672
A Brief Relation of some part of the People called Quakers supplemented
by William Stockdale’s Great Cry of Oppression in 1683. In 1731
Thomas Holme and Samuel Fuller, grandson to Abraham, printed in
Dublin at Fuller’s press A Compendious View of some of the extra-
ordinary Sufferings of the People called Quakers. All these books must
have had their origin in the manuscript records named above.

* See Appendix I by B. G. Hutton, pp. 179-188 infra.
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One of the most usual causes for complaint against Friends by lay and
ecclesiastical authorities alike was their steadfast refusal to pay for the
support of the established church, especially in the form of tithe collec-
tions. So strong was the feeling against such payments that individual
Friends were asked to sign a testimony declaring that he or she has not
and will not pay such dues. A number died in prison as a result of
hard treatment, bearing such rigours rather than submit to what was
considered not only an injustice, but also a direct denial of the belief
that the coming of Christ had ended priesthood and church dues. A
minute of the National Half-year Meeting of 8/3/1682 reads: *‘ Agreed
that William Williamson get a book of six quires of paper bound with
clasps, in which he is to record all the testimonies against Tithes against
the next half-year, and bring the Book and the original copies to the
Provinces of Leinster and Munster, and also that the testimonies against
Backsliders be recorded in the latter part of the said Book, giving a place
for each Province.” That the book was procured we know, for it may
still be consulted though rebound. (A.59).

Some of the original papers drawn up by Monthly Meetings for
presentation to the Province Meetings, for Sufferings and for Tithes
still exist in the strong room at Eustace Street. One such for Sufferings
reads:

The Sufferings of Thomas Knight, the year 1711.

Thomas Knight had taken from him by Andrew Vaugh, Tithe-
monger under Thomas Blewett, Tithemonger, under Richard
Goodman, priest of the parish of Ballymodane for one half, and
under the Countess of Burlington for Impropriation the other
half, two great cocks of hay, fourteen sheaves of pease, two hundred
sheaves of english barley and one hundred and forty sheaves of
bear barley, all worth about f2 6s. More taken by the same
Andrew Vaugh and his assistants about 80 sheaves of wheat worth
about 10s.

While the above serves to show the elaboration of methods of per-
secution it is not fully representative of penalties inflicted which included
“fining, whipping, stocking, imprisonment and loss of goods, and for meet-
ing to worship God in their own houses” (see Besse, Collection of
Sufferings, Vol. IT p.462). Many more details of goods distrained etc.
are to be found in manuscript than published. Those for towns show
costs of commodities such as materials by the yard, clothing, shoes,
household utensils which, being distrained, generally had a greater
value than the penalty due.



8 INTRODUCTION

Every Meeting was expected to keep a complete record of Sufferings
which were collected from individuals, thus enabling the Meeting to
make an accurate assessment, in order that the magistrates and justice
of the peace might be approached when occasion seemed to warrant
such astep. Such returns also served to help Friends to keep a watchful
care on members whose worldly affairs were often reduced to a state of
great poverty. There is a uniformity in the drawing up of these papers
of Sufferings due to the fact that the National Meeting laid down specific
rules at the Meeting of the 3rd month 1671, and again issued six rules
for the proper recording of Sufferings in 3rd month 1699. By 1706 the
work of reading Sufferings in the National Meeting was found ‘‘ tedious
on account of the increase and each Provincial Meeting was instructed
to keep a Record Book and to bring it to each Half-yearly Meeting,
‘““only signifying to that Meeting the exact sum of each Province Suffering,
with such account as may be of any Friends’ extraordinary suffering or
imprisonment.” (Nat. Half-year Meeting 3rd. mo. 1706).

The earliest Meeting record is for the year 1669 when the first
National Meeting was held in Dublin. It is contained in a small
notebook of Cork Monthly Meeting (Cork 61) and is an alphabetical
summary of some of the early minutes of the Half-yearly Meeting,
“ collected by order of Munster Province Meeting in the year 1704.”
Only three entries are of 1669, each concerning Sufferings viz. A.
Application to Justices of the Peace etc. S. Sufferings, an exact
accountto be kept. T. Testimonies of Truth to be kept clear against
tithes, etc.

REGISTERS

A minute of the National Meeting of the 3rd month 1671 advises
that Births, Burials and Marriages be recorded in the Particular and
Province Books of Registry. As we have seen, this followed the
recommendation of George Fox. The earliest record to be found
among Irish Friends’ archives pre-dates the establishment of the
Society by several years, births being given for those who later joined
Friends, one being as early as 1615. These early registers are variously
named:—Family Lists, Lineage Books, Registers, or, as in the case of
Mountmellick, “ Book of Mountmellick Meeting from 1667, Sufferings,
Family Lists, Marriage Certificates, Testimonies of Condemnation
and about prominent Friends to the middle of the 18th century.”
(G.17). 'The early part of this book appears to be in William Edmund-
son’s hand-writing. These books are valuable not only for their genea-
logical content but for the fact that they show, often, the locality from
which Friends had come, where they settled and occasionally the trade
or occupation of a man.
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Some Quakers had an Irish background, but the majority came as
settlers during the Cromwellian period when land was cheap, and trades-
men or skilled artificers badly needed. Others had been soldiers who
had left the army after the Battle of Worcester. Yet others served in
Ireland under Henry Cromwell and with a resolute courage left that
avocation to join Friends, suffering severely for so doing. There are
many instances of such convincements to the tenets of the Society in
print. The best available source for these and other incidents among
Friends is Quakers in Ireland, by Isabel Grubb (London, Swarthmore
Press Ltd. 1927), who has used throughout documented manuscript
material.

From the early registers indexes were made in the last century which
contain abstracts of all births, marriages and deaths up to 1859, after -
which date new books were put into use. They are in the strong room
at 6 Eustace Street. There are eleven early “Family Lists,” and records
of Bandon Meeting families in the back of the Bandon Minute Books
(Cork 55 and 56). The care with which these books are compiled is
evidence of the importance with which such records were regarded.
(See Beginnings of Quakerism op. cit. 2nd ed. II, 144, and note p.588).

The registration of births seems to have presented a problem in the
early days of the Society. The Women’s Meeting of a particular
Monthly Meeting was responsible for notifying the men’s Meeting
concerned, who in turn notified the Province Meeting, an entry then
being made in the registers of both Meetings. At some time, however,
there must have been a lapse in this duty because a minute of the Men’s
Meeting of Cork, 1/11/1693, noted neglect in this matter, while that
for 5/8/1714 decided that in future a woman was to be paid to send
notification of a birth to each Monthly Meeting.

Two men Friends were responsible to the Monthly Meeting for the
making of death entries, and no grave-digger might open a grave without
a written form from these representatives. See a minute of Dublin
Men’s Meeting 20/10/1681 saying that Humphrey Smith is to bury
none but those for whom he hath a note. In 1680 on the 18th of 1xth
month the same Humphrey was paid four shillings for four graves
and 22s. for arrears.

MARRIAGE

In order that no error might creep in which could cause trouble
with ecclesiastical or legal authorities the procedure in regard to marriage
was stringent. During the Commonwealth Friends’ method of marriage
was accepted as being legal. By an Irish order in Council of 1653,
modified in 1656, no marriage was legal unless public proclamation
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thereof was made. This proclamation, followed by State registra-
tion, to be made in * the public meeting place” or in the market
place, and the subsequent marriage performed by a justice of the peace.
Friends, following the advice of George Fox, believing that the inter-
vention of magistrate or clergyman is unnecessary, published the
intention of marriage in their own Meetings for Worship which were
open and public to all. The couple, having obtained the consent of
parents and guardians, notified their intention in person to the respective
Men’s and Women’s Meetings to which they belonged. Friends were
appointed to visit the parents to find out whether they approved, or
whether there was any cause why they should not be married. The
couple then appeared before the next Province Meeting for the area
(often accompanied by two members of the Women’s Meeting). Leave
having been given to marry, an ‘ Intention of marriage >’ was drawn up
and they were free to take each other in marriage at a Meeting for
Worship. The subsequent ceremony, at which the man and woman
took each other, in the sight of God, as man and wife, was witnessed
by the congregation of whom at least twelve, generally many more,
put their signatures to the prepared certificate. There has been little
alteration in the ceremony through the centuries, though the procedure
of presentation of the marriage to the Province and Monthly Meetings
is much modified. Some of the certificates were recorded directly
into the Provinces or the Men’s Meeting Books, and to several of these,
as well as to the many loose ones preserved, original signatures are
written. The Province Meeting was the earliest one to which all
marriages were referred and a record of 1671 is shown in the Wexford
Men’s Meeting Book (F.I.27). Presentation of the marriage had been
made in person by the couple, Richard Holcombe and Sarah Holme,
to the Province Meeting held at Rosenallis on 25/9/1671, and again at
that at Athy on 22/4/1672, with consent of parents. The respective
Men’s and Women’s Meetings found clearness from other marriage
entanglements, and the marriage is duly recorded by Wexford Monthly
Meeting, and includes as well as the signatures of Richard and Sarah
those of eighteen witnesses. A direction was made that this should be
recorded in the Province book. By a minute of 12th month 1733
presentation to the Province Meeting was discontinued.

By an Irish statute of 1667 marriages' celebrated by civil contract
during the Commonwealth were made legal in retrospect. After the
Restoration the legality of Quaker marriages was contested, civil regis-
tration having been abolished, but a test case appearing at Nottingham
assizes the judge pronounced the marriage lawful (Lloyd, Quaker Social
History, p.51, Longman Green 1950; which see for a clear exposition
of the marriage question). In Ireland as in England Friends were
subject to attempts to prove their marriages to be illegal, and an inter-
esting comment to the difficulties experienced is provided in a minute
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of Cork Men’s Meeting 3/11/1683:—which informed Friends that the
Registrar of the Bishop’s Court of Cork had stated to Friends that
“ observing some favours extended by the Council Table at Dublin
towards Papists in reference to their marriages, that though they were
not done according to the rules of the English clergy, yet they should
be owned as lawful upon causing a record to be made in the Registrar’s
office of the Bishop’s Court, upon which the said Bishop, as the registrar
informed John Haman, did say why might not a Quaker marriage to
be made lawful that way as the Papists, and withall signified to the
registrar his willingness thereunto . . . the most of this Meeting thinking
well of it have left it to Francis Rogers and John Haman to go to the
said Registrar and further inform themselves thereof, and unless they
see something in relation of it that may be non-consistent will treat
to close with him for it.”” 'Three years later a minute of the same Men’s
Meeting noted that Friends wishing to register in the Bishop’s Court
might do so “if certificates are fully recorded.” (24/7/1686).

POOR

From a very early date the Society of Friends (sometimes called among
themselves ‘‘ Children of Light,” * Friends of Truth ” or just
“ Friends ") assumed responsibility for the care of the poor amongst
its members. Evidence of such care appears among the minutes of
Men’s Meetings as well as in the scanty minutes of Women’s Meetings.
In 1659 it was advised at a General Meeting at Skipton that “ each
particular Meeting should be expected to care for its own poor; to
find employment for such as want work or cannot follow their former
callings for reason of the evil therein . .. and to help parents in the
education of their children, that there may not be a beggar amongst
us.” If a particular Meeting be overburdened the Monthly Meeting -
should come to its assistance. (Braithwaite, Beginnings of Quakerism,
2nd ed. p.330). In Ireland a letter of George Fox was read to the
National Half-yearly Meeting of 9th month 1671; he asked all Meetings
to be diligent in ‘ setting forth apprentices and fatherless and poor
Friends’ children and that all the poor and widows be carefully looked
after—then all will be well, and all to see that the testimony of Jesus
be kept in all things.” It was also advised that all documents relating
to disbursements for the poor should be cancelled, and no further
remembrance thereof be had, ‘“ which may beget many offences in
future times, but cannot be of any service to the Truth.” It is fortunate
for the historian that a few escaped the result of this praiseworthy
advice. In Ireland Minute Books for the Committee of the Poor have
survived only for Cork and for Dublin Monthly Meetings, and in neither
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case is the date early. Cork has three which include accounts 1780-
1799 (Cork 37), 1799-1829 (Cork 38), 1829-1862 (Cork 39), and Dublin
two, 1805-1826 (D.36) and 1820-1837 (D.13). In addition there are
Poor accounts only for Dublin from 1700-1748. For such essential
work as the care of the poor one must search the Province and Monthly
Meeting Minute Books, both Men’s and Women’s. Work of caring for
those in need usually fell to the care of the Women’s Meeting, but the
raising of subscriptions and general oversight was part of the work of
the Men’s whose accounts show occasional disbursements to the women,
who, at times, however, raised their own subscriptions. A study of
these minutes shows the great care taken in watching over the needs of
members in low circumstances, and give a valuable insight into costs
and methods of relief. In cases of hardship the Province Meeting
at times helped. The removal of a needy member from the compass
of one Monthly Meeting to another needed adjustment and obviously
such movements were not encouraged. In 1737 a dispute arose between
Limerick and Moate Meetings as to who was responsible for payments
for a poor family which had gone to live near Limerick from Moate,
to which place they had previously removed from Ulster, (Leinster
Province Meeting 18/4/1737). A common form of aid was the purchase
of a cow, or cows, whose yield supported a family, the animal remaining
the property of the Meeting. Orphan children were boarded out or
cared for with Friends’ families (see Dublin Monthly Meeting 28/5
and 9[12/1719 for a child of John Kelly, deceased, being cared for by
Merrick King at Oldcastle). James Thompson was necessitous and
had a pain in his leg in 1683 and the Dublin Meeting cared for him, as
it did in the same year for Mary Davis, for whom a surgeon was employed.
Money was raised by each Meeting as required, and a careful study of
the minute books during and before the period of the Williamite Wars
shows a barometric reading of the state of the Society. In 1684 Irish
Friends had raised £400 17s. 6d. to help Friends suffering in England,
but in 1691 somewhat reluctantly accepted aid from England for those
who had suffered large losses here. For an account of Irish Friends’
Sufferings in war time see Isabel Grubb, Quakers in Ireland p.70, who
tells of the distribution of £3,200 sent by England, and of £I00 sent by
Barbadoes, the letter of thanks for which was captured by a French priva-
teer. 'This help was at first refused but in the second month 1692 the
Province Meeting at Cork proposed to the National Half-year Meeting
that “in the event the money was refused by the other Provinces, Cork will
feel at liberty to call on it for £200.” The Half-yearly Meeting allowed
them [275 and Cork was to keep a strict account of disbursement.
Inthe 4th month 1691 an epistle was sentfrom the National Meeting
held in Dublin to the Yearly Meeting in London saying that Irish
Friends ““ notwithstanding their sufferings and exercises have been well

supplied by the Lord’s power under the same and have yet those to
assist them that stand in need.”
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A complete picture of this period is best seen by reading the London
Yearly Meeting Minutes and those for the Meeting for Sufferings in
London, as well as the appropriate Irish Minutes. A Minute of the
London Meeting for Sufferings of 17/6/1689, for instance, directs that
the recording clerk, B. Bealing, is to have a letter from Ireland to D.
Charles of Bristol, transcribed, and six copies sent to each meeting in
and about London. Another dated 4/8/1689 appoints four Friends to
assist “ any who are forced to come out of Ireland and are destitute of
lodging or subsistence.” The same Meeting on the 7th of 12th month
(Feb.) 1689, having read a letter from William Williamson of Ballyhagen
(Co. Armagh) telling of losses caused by the depredations of the Army,
decided to write to the secretary ““ now about to be appointed to the
Duke of Schomberg (Dr. Robert Gorges).”

The application of the Poor Fund (raised by collections) was very
wide and ranged from caring for prisoners and their families to giving
very practical assistance to those emigrating to England or America,
sometimes providing food for the journey, (see Cork Men’s Meeting
13/7/1708 et. al.). An interesting comment is that of Cork Province
Meeting 21/8/1689, which, in deciding, to help six men and women
and nine children of Youghal, gave £3 towards laying in provisions,
agreeing that it should be given ‘ now before provisions become too
dear.” In Dublin in 1770 a “ combination among linen weavers pre-
vents Jacob Fuller working as a journeyman,” so looms were bought to
enable him to set up on his own. :

Though a few books of Poor Accounts exist, they do not give further
detail than the receipt of collection money and the bare names of those
to whom it was disbursed.

CERTIFICATES OF REMOVAL

The archives of every Monthly Meeting have books for recording
the certificates given on the removal of persons from the compass of
one Meeting to another. Only two of these books date from the 17th
century, one for ‘Dublin and one for Carlow. The date of the start
of the Dublin one is significant, being 1682, a year after the National
Meeting had agreed (in response to a query as to whether persons
removing to America should be provided with certificates) * that all
Friends who do intend to remove thither or elsewhere do first lay such
their intentions before the particular Men’s Meeting or Province
Meeting to which they belong, and that Friends, after they have advised
them concerning their intentions (if they do remove), give them Certi-
ficates accordingasthey deserve, according to the best of their Knowledge,
Signifying their Unity or Disunity with their Removing; and when
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young or unmarried people remove into America, Friends do Signifie
their clearness in relation to Marriage, having time allowed by such per-
sons to make enquiry concerning them, according to the order of Truth,
and that all certificates be entered in a book.” (Nat. Meeting, 3rd Mo.
1682).

The Dublin Book has 250 entries of which the first is dated 13/12/1682.
It was obviously intended for Certificates to America at a period when
numbers of Friends had decided to remove there, and many of the
names there recorded are also mentioned with much other detail by
the late Albert Cook Myers in his Immigration of Irish Quakers into
Pennsylvania, 1682-1750. (Swarthmore Pa. 19oz). While a special
book was officially kept for certificates, their issue was generally recorded
as well by the Men’s or Province Meeting, sometimes giving detail of
circumstances. The dates of issue to America show that often large
groups decided to travel together. TFor instance in 5th month 1729
thirteen certificates are recorded to Pennsylvania, some including families.
Such documents became essential for those travelling or removing their
place of habitation enabling the bearer to establish himself among
Friends in a place to which he was a stranger, without difficulty, and
with an assurance of recognition in Meeting and in business. The loss
of one could cause difficulty, though in one case where the recipient
was saved after shipwreck, losing her possessions, the captain and other
passengers testified that they had actually seen the said certificate, so
saving her embarrassment. (Dub. Men’s Meeting 25/1/1729). A
difficulty was caused in another instance when a family removed from
Ireland to England and certificates were issued to all except the father.
His daughters were much concerned and wrote to their friends that it
would have been better if those in Ireland had stated what was wrong,
instead of leaving the poor man without any certificate.

The Dublin book to which refererice has already been made shows the
issue of no certificates between the years 1685 and 1689. That members
did leave Ireland during these difficult years is, however, evident from
other sources. A minute of London Yearly Meeting on 3/4/1691 reads
as follows:—* William Edmondson of Ireland being present acquaints
this Meeting that, notwithstanding Friends their great sufferings and
losses, care is taken that no Friends need now come from thence for

want of a present supply, or without a certificate from Friends of a
meeting there.”

Friends * travelling in the Ministry " were introduced to the Meetings
to which they proposed to pay religious visits by means of certificates,

which were handed back to their own Meeting on completion of such
service. :
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By the following century certificates were issued as a matter of course
and the attached names of those signing them on behalf of a Meeting
are of quite considerable interest. When John Cadwallader, an Ameri-
can minister, was returning home after a religious visit to Ireland he was
given a certificate on behalf of the National Meeting which had 65
signatures of Irish Friends, and another one from the Meeting of
Ministers and Elders in Dublin with 36 names.

The earliest certificate said to be known seems to have been sent to
Ireland on behalf of two early Quaker preachers, Edward Burrough and
Francis Howgill, who had met with considerable adverse treatment in
Waterford. It was sent by Bristol Friends to try to establish their
reputation. (W. C. Braithwaite op. cit. I 214).

A typical early certificate reads as follows:—

“ From our Men’s Meeting in the city of Dublin, Ireland, to all our
Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jersie or any other part of America
to whom these may come is the Salutation of our Indeared love in the
Truth to all the Faithful.

““Whereas our Friend Robert Turner has laid before our Meeting
his Intention of removing himself and his Family into America, these
are, therefore, to certifie to you and all whom it may concern That
the said Robert Turner has been an ancient Friend of this Meeting and of
a good conversation as far as we know, and we have nothing against
his said removal. And he being a widow man we do not understand,
but that he is clear from all women on account of marriage. In Testi-
money whereof we have subscribed our hands at our Meeting the 3rd
day of the 5th month 1683:—

Anthony Sharp, John Burnyeat, Alex Seton,
Thos. Ashton, Joseph Thomas, James Taylor,
John Roberts, George Pope, Saml. Stoddart,
Daniel Thackrey, Thos. Breatherick, John Stevens.
Daniel Weld, John Tristram.”

WILLS

Abstracts of the contents of five manuscript books for recording
copies of Wills and Inventories have already been published by the
Irish Manuscripts Commission (Eustace and Goodbody: Quaker Records,
Dublin, Abstracts of Wills, Ir. Mss. Commission, 1957). These are now
supplemented in this volume by the publication of a further 40 abstracts
of wills of which copies are filed in the Historical Library in the Friends
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Meeting House, Dublin. There is ample evidence throughout the
Minutes of the Province and the Monthly Meetings that many more
books of wills must have been kept, and their loss may be due to an
injunction to keep such documents as private as possible (see Leinster
Province Meeting 14/12/1684). In the gth month 1684 the National
Meeting made the following minute:—

““ It is desired that each Men’s Meeting may appoint such particular
Friends as they may think fit to take an account of executors and Trustees
yearly concerning their trust; and that the books for recording Wills
and Inventories be kept by the said Friends appointed by the Men’s
Meeting ; that the portions of Orphans, etc. may not be made more
public than need may require.”

Some wills pre-date this instruction, that of Thomas Pearce of
Limerick being dated 1664 and bequeathing property in Idstone in
Suffolk, his former home.

In addition to the above there are two books of Dublin Monthly
Meeting entitled Affairs and Wills, dated respectively 1816-1850, and
1851-1855, and an old one lately discovered dated 1704-1772, called
on the cover “ A book for Friends to Inspect Wills and Inventories,
Anno. 1704.” These are records of visits paid by a small committee
of the Men’s Meeting to enquire whether Wills were being made and
monetary affairs put into satisfactory order by individual Friends.
For other accounts of this service Monthly Meeting minutes should be
searched, as even where no special book was kept there is evidence that
watchfulness was' encouraged by most Meetings so that none might
suffer through neglect.

DISUNITY

Nine Monthly Meetings contain books for the recording of certifi-
cates (or statements) of disunity with the practices of Friends. There
are also several loose bundles of original ones in the Library. These
records have been, mistakenly, classified at times under one heading
and named  disownments,” pre-supposing that all disunity meant
separation from the body. They should properly be called Testimonies
of Condemnation, Disunion, or Denial. In most cases Friends who had
written papers condemning their own faults were not disowned, though
attendance at all Meetings except that for worship might be denied to
them until they had ““ shown a spirit of repentance.”  (See minute of the
Half-yearly Meeting for 3rd month 1704). Offences varied very greatly
and infinite care was taken by the Men’s and by the Women’s Meetings
to send suitable persons to visit those suspected of having strayed from
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the high moral code expected. In a large number of cases these visits
were effective in persuading persons to acknowledge their faults. These
might range from failure to attend Meetings, backbiting or spreading
slander, dishonesty in trading or unnecessary debt, to various social and
moral defects. Marriage “ out” of the Society, that is with one of
another faith, or solemnised by a clergyman, accounted for the loss of
many members throughout the 18th century, and half of the 1gth, as
did the unwillingness of young people to conform to a strict discipline
which advocated a withdrawal from the fashions of the world.

There are many minutes to be found concerning the prohibition
of wearing of wigs or periwigs, obviously a temptation to many young men
who wished to be fashionable. Keeping dogs for pleasure was forbidden
by Cork Men’s Meeting on the 19/7/1715, and we hear no more of
Samuel Randall ““ who goes on the river with guns on First Day morning”
(Cork Men’s Meeting 3/7/1722).

By the beginning of the 18th century many of the first great body of
men and women, who had suffered severely for their faith, were dead
and their place had been taken by others, anxious that the beliefs and
practices of their predecessors should be maintained.

Statistically * disownment > papers are of little account, but to the
genealogist they are valuable, throwing light on names removed from
Friends’ records yet not appearing elsewhere. The Library is now in
process of making alphabetical lists of the loose ones (which are those
actually read in Meeting, and often bearing the signature of the person
disowned). Those copied into books for the purpose are mostly indexed.
To the historical student there is some value attached to certain causes
of disownment. For instance, the bearing of arms and the wearing of
uniform, which are complained of at intervals, especially during the
period of the raising of the Volunteers in the eighteenth century.

PARLIAMENT

In 1698 a select meeting of the National Meeting was set up to ensure
that Friends’ interests were watched in every session of the Irish
Parliament. There are three books of the Minutes of this committee
among the records of the Yearly Meeting. They are dated from 1698
to 1797, and are of particular interest in that they provide a chronological
picture of the effect of Irish legislation on Friends. Also they show the
effect produced by the quiet, orderly resistance of Friends to laws
appearing detrimental to the conviction that levies for the upkeep of
another church were inconsistent with their testimony. It was felt,

' too, that penalization for refusal to take an oath was unjust, and that
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liberty in the matter of conscience should be defended by the legislative
system. Much that is good in present law springs from this strong and
effective determination to defend belief.

The Parliamentary Committee appointed two or three Friends to
examine the heads of Bills about to come before Parliament, and, if
any matter appeared which was likely to affect Friends, word was sent
to the Men’s and Province Meetings warning representatives to be
ready to travel. The Committee, having met in Dublin, sent some of
its members to attend the Parliament House on College Green, and
watch events. These members reported back to the Committee, which
often sat at 8 o’clock in the morning and 6 o’clock in the evening of
the same day. In addition visits were made by individual Friends to
members of both Houses, privately, and almost always granted a quiet
discussion. Names of representatives and of members are given through-
out the minute books. In 1716 when the Affirmation Bill was in debate,
the names of 43 Friends and of 241 Members of the House of Commons
are set out.

TESTIMONIES

It seems fitting in a community which deprecates all forms of adulation
that records should have been made, after decease, of the lives of those
who had borne a living testimony to their faith.

Many of these exist in printed form in such collections as the series
of volumes known as Piety Promoted, or as introductions to the lives or
journals of well known Friends. They were also used by John Rutty
in his History of Friends (op. cit.) and by Mary Leadbeater in her
Biographical Notices of Friends (London, Harvey and Darton, 1823).

The Journal of William Edmundson, the pioneer of Irish Quakerism,
has no fewer than fourteen appreciations of him following the preface to
the first edition (Dublin, 1715). Official testimonies to deceased Friends
were made by order of the National Meeting, or, in some cases, by the
Province or Monthly Meeting to which the member had belonged. A
large number of these are transcribed into a volume (A.1g) named
‘ Testimonies to deceased Ministers, 1661-1933.”” As small biograph-
ical vignettes these are valuable, often throwing light on names now lost
in obscurity, but they are valuable, too, as records of lives lived quietly
but carrying the gospel message of peace, of love, and of integrity in
daily life to all among whom the subjects of such testimones had lived.
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EDUCATION

From a very early period in their history Friends recognized the
importance of a sound education, and Quaker schools in many parts of
the world bear witness to the part they have played in this field. For
references to I7th century schools and schoolmasters among Friends in
Ireland one must search the Minutes of Monthly and Province Meetings,
which show the care bestowed on the subject. In Quakers in Ireland,
(London, Swarthmore Press, 1926) the author, Isabel Grubb, has
summarized (pp.90-93) some of the material available for such research,
and stresses that ‘“ Education in its widest sense, including all that fits
a child for what lies before it, was the constant care of Friends.” Two
articles relating to Quaker education have been published by Dr.
Michael Quane in the fournal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries,
Ireland, ‘ The Friends’ Provincial School, Mountmellick,” (Vol.
LXXXIX, 1959) and “ Quaker Schools in Dublin ” (XCIV), 1964 the
material for which has been mainly taken from manuscript records in
the Meeting House, 6 Eustace Street, Dublin.

The earliest established school seems to have been one set up by
Mountmellick Friends in that town in 1677, followed by one in Cork in
1678. In Dublin a school was started in 1680, being taught by a
Scotsman, Alexander Seaton, in the small Meeting House in Bride’s
Alley (alias Parson’s Lane). This Meeting House was the first built
by Friends and lay to the rear of the larger one situated in Bride Street,
which was first used in 1669 at the time of the visit of William Penn.
(For reference to this school see Dublin Men’s Meeting Minutes 5th
and roth months 1680, 7th month 1681, 8th month and 1Ith month
1682 and 4th month 1683).

Some records are available for the school at Edenderry (1764-1775)
and the complete records of the school at Mountmellick (1786-1921)
comprising about 9o volumes, noted hereafter, are also in the strong
room at Eustace Street. These, together with a few for Newtown
School, Waterford, and for Lisburn School, Co. Antrim, are listed
under the heading “School Records” in the guide, aswellassomereferences
to other material available. There is no series of books for the famous
school at Ballitore, owned by the Shackleton family, where Edmund
Burke was educated, but a list is appended in Part II of material
relating to it which is in the Historical Library. This school was a
private one, though very closely connected with Friends. It did not,
therefore, come under the auspices of any Provincial Meeting, as did the
other schools, hence the lack of records.

Throughout the Men’s minutes of most Monthly Meetings constant
references are made to the welfare of boys and girls apprenticed to
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trades, upon whom a watchful care was exercised by the Meeting. On
the 28/9/1721 Dublin Men’s Meeting asked that a list of apprentices
should be called over twice a year, and entered in the minute book.
The Book of Extracts gives dates and references from 1680, from which
date this care was exercised by the respective Meetings.

From time to time considerable difficulty was experienced in finding
satisfactory teachers, and on 15/12/1764 Friends were asked ‘‘ to look
out for any suitable genius” to teach at Edenderry boarding school
for girls, just being started. Some meetings of schoolmasters are
recorded, viz. National Half-yearly Meeting 8/9/1705.

PEACE

The subject of peace occupies no separate book, no series of positive
statements, no accumulation of documents. It is a principle deeply
inculcated into the lives of Friends from their earliest rise. Its doctrinal
message is a negation of all forms of strife in daily living, rather than
the declaration of a creed. In England Quakerism rose first in the
midst of civil war. In Ireland its beginnings were in the times of the
greatest desolation the country had ever known. Many soldiers joined
the sect, only gradually leaving the army for more peaceable vocations
as other means of livelihood offered themselves. By 1660 the clarity of
the peace conviction became apparent, and in the Acts of Settlement of
the Restoration period many names appear of soldiers who settled in
groups which later became large centres of Quakerism.

This is particularly evident in Wexford, Cork and parts of the Mid-
lands, where names appearing in State papers and in official and semi-
official letters are found also in the record books of Friends.

The preaching of George Fox’s testimony of peace appeared in Ireland
as early as 1655, and Cork Men’s Meeting, making a search in 1678
for the early history of Friends in Ireland, gives the names of * the
first Friends to publish the doctrine of peace in these parts.” (Cork
Men’s Meeting 11/5/1698). These names include those who visited
Ireland from 1654. :

Family Lists, Testimonies, Sufferings and Minute Books are all
sources for the subject, as well as the books and papers of disunity,
which during the disturbed period of the 18th century, as well as
during the Williamite Wars, reveal the temptations to which young
men were subject. It is not, however, under the broad subject of war
alone that the peaceful precepts of Quakerism should be sought. Con-
stant care and vigilance was asked for so that no member might pursue
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any cause of contention. By 1676 this had been embodied in a minute
of Advice of the National Meeting which was amplified in 1697. This
makes it clear that in the event of a difference between two Friends, the
intervention of some ‘‘ honest” Friends should be sought, and if
agreement is not then reached, the help and advice of the Meeting
should be obtained, but recourse to Law is, in all events, to be avoided.

PROPERTY

Early books for recording schedules of Meeting Property exist for
five Meetings only, but all possess carefully preserved lists, usually
appended to the Minute Books of Men’s Meetings. In all cases they
consist of copies of documents, such as assignments, leases, agreements,
statements, and such matter as reports of trustees. From these may be
traced the early history of a Meeting, and of the acquiring of the ground
on which Meeting Houses were built. It was usual for Friends to buy
properties adjoining their places of worship, and in many cases these
were let, not only to Friends, but to tradespeople and merchants of
other persuasions. The minute books of almost every Men’s Meeting
have references to the careful preserving of the * writings” of the
Meeting, a care usually delegated to two or three members. Unexpected
material relevant to burial grounds, houses, lodgers, property owners etc.
may be found in these papers. The title deeds of property still owned
by Friends are in the custody of officials of the Meeting concerned,
those for most of Leinster being at 6 Eustace Street, Dublin. Some are
with the clerks of the meetings concerned, Cork having a particularly
interesting collection.

Those of purely historical interest are in the Library of 6 Eustace

Street, and include, among other relics of value, two deeds signed by
William Penn,

It is impossible in a short introduction to describe fully the amount of
material available, but the following Guide, which is divided into archival
material and historical matter, should serve the student as a pointer to
sources.

LIBRARY

The Historical Library of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends in Ireland was started in the year 1908 in order to preserve
books and documents relating to Quaker history, principles and practice.
Its printed works include most books relating to Irish Friends and a
very representative collection of Quaker history, biography, theology
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and belles-lettres, with a few rare early editions. It is supplemental
to the lending library of general works also on the premises of the
Society of Friends at 6 Eustace Street, Dublin.

The manuscript collection to which this book is a Guide, has been
carefully built up during the last 60 years and is representative of family
and commercial life in Ireland throughout three centuries. A very
large proportion of documents consists of letters of the 18th and 1gth
centuries with a few of the 17th century.

The intermarriage of Irish Quaker families through these centuries,
coupled with the habit of writing and preserving letters, has led to the
accumulation in the library of this enormous amount of correspondence.
It is catalogued under the names of correspondents and full lists of
contents with individuals’ names are placed with each collection of
letters and documents. The introductory remarks to each series gives
an indication of the value of the collection and of its social background.

In most cases the bulk of the letters is of purely family nature, detailing
items of interest to a closely knit community: births, marriages, accounts
of those deceased, removals to another part of the country or abroad,
letters from and to children away at school, meetings, journeys, trivial
happenings of every day, but of deep interest to the recipient. Inter-
spersed, however, with domestic concerns are letters containing valuable
social detail for the historian of a period. Here and there one catches
glimpses, especially in the later letters, of an intellectual curiosity far
beyond the bounds of the inward mystical background of religious
thought of early Friends.

This widening of interest shows itself as part of the growth of a people
disciplined by inborn habits of restraint, and a waiting on God’s power
which fulfilled itself in the quiet capacity to deal with social problems
and evils with a liberal and efficient outlook. One does not find here
material of great political or biographical importance, but the discerning
student may well be surprised at the quiet dignity of the few surviving
letters from unknown, or little known, Friends in correspondence
with the great.

Sometimes the letters refer to family troubles of one kind or another.
In reading them one has to remember the sorrow, out of proportion to
its reason, brought on many by the defection from one cause or another
of a member. Financial embarrassments, if thought to be caused by
carelessness, were severely dealt with by the Society, and letters of the
early Igth century throw an interesting sidelight on Irish bank failures
of the period. Business affairs and fluctuations in prices are frequently
mentioned, particularly in letters of Cork and Waterford families. The
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letters in the Grubb Collection (which has an independent catalogue in
the library) contain much material concerning trade between England
and Ireland.

Deposited material of the nature of correspondence has usually been
classified under the name of the donor, each document being separately
indexed. Thus in what is known as the Fennell Collection we get a
large proportion of letters of the Shackleton, Leadbeater, Chandlee
and kindred families. The Grubb Collectionincludes collected letters of
the Jacob, Lecky, Strangman, Newsom, as well as of various branches
of Grubb families. The Lecky collection pertains entirely to the Leckys
and Harveys of Youghal and Cork and to those with whom they inter-
married.

The method used in the Guide is to detail these large collections as
fully as space allows, picking out items which appear to have the greatest
importance or interest socially or historically. Much has had to be left
out, but it is hoped that the material quoted may serve as a pointer to
what can be found. In the smaller collections a brief outline only of
the contents is given, though in some cases valuable items of social
interest exist.

The largest collection of 17th century manuscripts in the library is
the Sharp Collection. This has been noted under Drafis as the
original intention underlying the amassing, copying and arrangement
of these papers early in the following century had been to publish them.
This, however, was never fulfilled. They are of considerable interest
and are used by students of the period for the picture they give of 17th
century Quaker, Irish, and American business and social life.

Testamentary documents consist of 50 wills not before abstracted.
These were found in the library among bundles of deposited documents
and are now formed into a separate series. The indentures etc. here
classified and noted recite back in a few cases to the 17th century, though
most are of the 18th. They form the major part of those deposited in
the library. Others are among the archives in the strong room. While
not necessarily of historical value except to the student of local history,
they have in many cases a genealogical content which is helpful.

Among the genealogical material available in the library is the valuable
abstract of names and Meetings made by Isabel M. Jones a few years ago.
This is probably unique of its kind, enabling a searcher to find at a
glance where any name occurs in the Registers of Births, Marriages
and Deaths. The Registers are classified under each Monthly Meeting.
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Draft material includes the original of the Glossary of the Forth-Bargy
dialect of Co. Wexford, made by Jacob Poole early in the last century.

For Quaker material in the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
see Appendix IT by B. G. Hutton, p. 189, infra.

I am indebted to Isabel Grubb, Phyllis Eason and William Glynn
for reading my typescript and for giving me their help and advice, to
my grandson, Jonathan, and to Mrs. Norah Draper for their help with
the index, and to the office staff at 6 Eustace Street, Dublin, the Quaker
Meeting House, for their co-operation, including Mr. Webster who
lifted many heavy volumes.

To the late John M. Douglas I want to record my great gratitude for
his never failing encouragement.

OLIVE C. GOODBODY



PART 1

QUAKER ARCHIVES

NATIONAL HALF-YEARLY AND YEARLY MEETING

1. Early records kept by the National Meeting were those of Suffer-
ings which, apart from their social interest, throw considerable light on
the names of persons and of localities in which they lived.

The earliest Minutes deal with these as well as with the spiritual
significance of the message contained in epistles and letters to and from
Friends and Meetings. From its earliest days changes in organization
were referred to the National Meeting. This was a democratic
assembly, each Province being asked to send at least six members
chosen from its constituent meetings. These acted as representatives,
butitis evident that before long isolated Meetings were sending members
too, (witness the minutes of the Tipperary Six-weeks Meeting, held in
various parts of the county, which nominated persons not only for the
. province but for the Half-Yearly Meetings). This Half-Yearly National
Meeting was abolished in 1797, after which the Yearly Meeting came inte

being, and a permanent committee was appointed to transact interim
business.

Epistles sent from the National Meetings to Provincial and Monthly
Meetings provided not only the opportunity of sending advice and help
but, after the years 1738, a means of circulating queries to be answered
by the subsidiary meetings. The system of submitting queries for the
consideration of Meetings dates in Ireland from 1682, and in 1692 every
Province Meeting appointed Friends of particular meetings who were
to enquire into the affairs and proper conduct of such meetings. These
queries were, however, consolidated and recommended for answering
by the National Meeting of 1740. Queries were answered by the
Monthly to the Province Meeting, and others by the Province to the
National Meeting. They were varied from time to time and according
to circumstance, but covered every aspect of religious and family life.
The present queries are included in the Book of Discipline, first printed
1811 and at subsequent intervals, the last edition being that of 1960
(printed for the Society—6 Eustace Street). In 1861 the Society issued
a pamphlet giving a historical account of the queries.

25
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Christian Advices—Books A.15 to I8 are the manuscript books of
Extracts already referred to. A.I8 does not give the date of the earlier
Advices. They summarize in digested form the numerous minutes,
epistles, letters and verbal admonitions dealing with every aspect of
Christian living. In later years these were printed as part of the Discip-
line of the Society.

A.14—Occurrences for the Progress of Truth—apparently had a
predecessor, now lost, though a few loose pages have come to light,
dealing mainly with the 1714. These papers were the result of the
appointment of a few Friends to enquire into matters concerning the
Discipline of the Society throughout the country, and were used fully
by Thomas Wight and John Rutty in the compilation of the History
of Quakers in Ireland, Dublin 1751.

The oversight of the printing of all books written by Friends was part
of the duty of the National Meeting, and several of its early minutes
concern this subject—see Nat. Minutes 8/3/1676 for an agreement
with the * printer of Cork to print 1,000 or 1,500 of George Fox’s
book A Warning to England.”

The importance of the index to A.rg “ Testimonies to Ministers
deceased ”’ should be noted.

NATIONAL HALF-YEARLY AND YEARLY MEETING
RECORDS

2. MINUTE BOOKS.
Minutes of Half-yearly National '
Meeting , . . 5/3/1671 —9/9/1688 (copy) A.1
. 8/3/1689 - 8/g/1707 A.2
(Indexed and with queries and epistles)

Minutes of Half-yearly National Meeting 8/3/1708 - 8/5/1757 A.3
I/11/1757 - 3/5/1778  A.4
1/11/1778 - 25/4/1808 A.5
1/5/1809 - 26/4/1852 A.6
25/4/1853 - 1867 Ay

Original Minutes of the Half-yearly National
Meeting . g %

(After 1867 proceedings were printed)..

Minutes of National Meeting of Ministers and
Elders . . A . . 1757 -1834 A.68
(This also contains copies of Ministers Certi-
ficates 1778-1834).

1671 - 1688 A.13
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Minutes of National Meeting for Ministers and

Elders

Minutes of Yearly Meeting Committee .

Minutes of the Women’s National Meeting

(Both of the above contain Epistles from Women’s

National Meeting).

Minutes of the School Committee
Parliamentary Committee

NATIONAL YEARLY MEETING

MEMBERSHIP

Birth and Burial Notes after 1858 only
Testimonies to deceased Ministers (indexed)
Ministers Certificates : :
National Meeting Record of Sufferings .

Testimonies against Tythes

FINANCE

Treasurer’s Accounts
Cash Book .
Ledger k c
Yearly Meeting Accounts

Epucation

Ulster School Reports

MISCELLANEOUS

Christian Advices

Occurrences for the Progress of Truth

.

27
1784 - 1885 A.54
1835 - 1804 A.79
1797 - 1817 A.60
1817 - 1824 A.6I
1825 - 1834 A.62
1834 - 1853 A.63
1785 - 1840 A.46
1840 - 1882 A.49
1764 - 1770 A.55
1698 - 1729 A.56
1731 - 1778 A.56
1778 - 1797 A.58
A.29/35
1661 - 1933 A.19
1778 - 1834 A.68
1665 - 1603 A.II
1693 - 1705 A.12
17th century
1749 - 1858 A.53
1819 - 1855 A.64
1819 - 1858 A.65
1814 - 1868 A.67
1792 - 1841 A.51
1841 - 1847 A.52
toc. 1798  A.13
1797 - A.16
1809 - ASE,
1779 - A.18
1748 - 1849 A.14
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NATIONAL AND YEARLY MEETING

Copies of Epistles (devotional) sent and received:—
To and from National Meeting
. (includes answers to queries)

To and from Yearly Meeting
From Yearly Meeting to American and other

Meetings

To Yearly Meeting

From
To

‘Women’s Epistles:—
Women’s National Meeting Epistle

including minutes r
Women’s National Meeting Epistles

including minutes
also see Epistles

Women’s
London

National Meetlng Eplstle<

and from various places

Women’s Meeting Epistles

Letter Book of Yearly Meeting Committee

Memorandum Book
Yearly Reports from London and Prov1nc1al
Meetings, answers to Queries

from

1708 - 1739
1739 - 1760
1766 - 1793
1794 - 1820
1822 - 1853
1821 - 1847
1854 - 1870
1848 - 1854
1676 - 1776
1776 - 1799
1800 - 1825
1785 - 1840
1825 - 1843
1844 - 1867
1841 - 1882
1724 - 1754
1671 - 1854
1785 - 1834
1778 - 1840
1772 - 1828
1827 - 1854
1839 - 1852
1834 - 1878
1823 - 1916
1822 - 1865

LEINSTER PROVINCE MEETING

A.20
A.21
A.22
A.23

A.25
A.34
A.26
A2

A.43
A.44
A.45
A.46
A.47
A48

A.49
Az

72
A.73
A.74
A.75
A.76
A.66
A.78
Ag7

A.28

3. A precise dating of the settlement of Provincial Meetings cannot
be stated as William Edmundson had already started their establishment
before the year 1669. Records of these were probably kept in loose
quires but the direction to buy a bound book was not made until 1680
when Laurence Routh was directed to transcribe the old one—now

B.1x670 - 1706.

From 30/3/1670 the meeting met alternately at

Lehinchie (or Lehensie) (near Clara), Rosenallis and Newgarden,
Co. Carlow, and in the following year Athy was added to this list;
Castledermot appeared later, a Meeting House being built there in
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1676. It was usually held in private houses until, in 1682, it was decided
to build a Meeting House in Meath Street, Dublin, for the use of the
Province. This was done by subscriptions raised throughout the
Meetings of the whole country, though Cork Friends protested at being
asked to contribute. (Munster Six-weeks Meeting 19/11/1683).
Minutes concerning this Meeting House appear through most Monthly
Meetings. :

The business of the Province included Presentments of Marriage,
decisions on disputes, care of the poor, the collection of Sufferings for
presentation to the National Meeting, and the answering of the set
Queries of the latter, also the periodical sending of Advices to Monthly
Meetings. It also included the distribution to the latter of printed
books sent from England and the collection of money for the same.

The Provincial School at Mountmellick came under the care of Lein-
ster Provincial Meeting from 1784 - 1922.

The constituent Monthly Meetings of Leinster Province were:—
Carlow (formerly Newgarden), Dublin, Edenderry, Moate, Mountmellick
Mountrath, Wicklow, Wexford.

The Historical Library owns a valuable typescript made by Peter
Skelton detailing the construction and component parts of the Monthly
Meetings of Leinster and Ulster. This includes particular Meetings
formed in the 19th century which do not appear in this Guide, and should
be consulted for variations in the constitution of Monthly Meetings.

It is hoped to do a similar work for Munster.

It is also known from minutes that Meetings took place at irregular
intervals at varied places which, while coming under the surveillance
of a Monthly Meeting, have left no record except through minutes and
the appointments of visitors.

LEINSTER PROVINCE QUARTERLY MEETING

4. MINUTE BOOKS.

Minutes of Province Meeting . 30f 3/x670-28( 7[1706 B.I
6/ 9/1706 - 6] 5/1760 B.2
21| 6/1760 - 28] 4/1708 B.3

Quarterly Meeting : . 26[ 5/1798 - 27[12[1824 B.4
28/ 3/1825 - 28/12/1857 B.5
29/ 3/1858 - 1/12[/1903 B.6
10[10[1715 - 4/ 2[1759
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Women’s Quarterly Meeting ¥ . 1837 - 1884
earlier also in E.38
Minutes of Quarterly Meeting and Yearly

Meeting . : ; . 1823 - 1849
1849 - 1892
1885 - 1895
1848 - 1898
Minutes of School Committee (Mountmellick) 1784 - 1814
1814 - 1834
1784 - 1801
1907 - 1920
MEMBERSHIP.
Records of Sufferings . . . I7I9 -1723
1706 - 1714
1656 - 1701
Burial Register : . ] . 1840 - 1848
Family Lists . = o . S Acent
Birth Register - . ! 1 . 1841 - 1858
Marriage Certificates i . . 1764 - 1716
1716 - 1775
1775 = 1807
Register . - = . . 1812 - 1848
FINANCE.
School Subscription Lists . . . 1785 - 1822
1831 - 1843
5 Ledgers relating to Camden St. Schooi . 1840 - 1844

Rough or Duplicate Minutes of
Quarterly Meeting and Six-weeks

Meeting E ; 29/10/1757 - 4/ 8/1770
\ 15/ 9f1770 - 3/ 5/1782
Women’s Quarterly Meeting " . 1852 - 1879
School Committee . : . 1809 - 1815
2815 - 1820

EpucaTion.

Rules for Provincial School .
See also books of Mountmellick School.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Replies from Committee on Discipline . 1692 - 1710

ProprerTY. Nil.

13207

B.24
B.2s.
B.2g
B.2ga
B.10
B.23
B.33
B.39

B.8

B.g
B.2o
B.13
B.14
B.1g
B.15
B.16
B.1y
B.18

B.1x
B.12

B.26
B.27
B.28
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