
tf
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

HEARTH MONEY ROLLS

\VITH 

FULL TRANSCRIPT FOR COUNTY SLIGO

Presented by

E. MACLYSAGHT, D.Litt.

DUBLIN 
STATIONERY OFFICE

FOR THE

IRISH MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION 
1967 •



First published in Analecta Hibernica No, 24 
Price: 8s. 6d.



SEVENTEENTH CENTURY HEARTH MONEY ROLLS WITH 
FULL TRANSCRIPT RELATING TO COUNTY SLIGO

INTRODUCTION

The Hearth Money Act of 1662 was one of those passed by the 
Irish Parliament soon after it had been reconstituted following the 
Restoration. The text of the act is printed in full in pages 5 to 12 
infra, together with the official summary of the amending act 
of 1665. As a method of taxation it remained in force in Ireland, at 
least in a modified form, till the Union, though the unpopularity of 
a similar act in England resulted in its repeal in that country in 1689. 
An excellent summary by Charles McNeill of the Hearth Money Acts 
and their application to this country will be found in the Journal of 
the County Louth Archaeological Society, Vol. VI, p. 79 seq.

None of the original rolls has been preserved, but copies exist in 
a more or less complete form for a number of counties, particulars of 
which are given below (see pp. 3 and 4). These copies differ in value: 
some, notably that for Co. Tipperary—the only one from Munster 
which survives—were obviously carelessly transcribed. 1 This criticism 
is to some extent applicable to the Co. Sligo hearth money roll.

It is indeed fortunate that the Cooper family of Markree, Co. Sligo, 
preserved a copy of the roll for that county, for there is no other 
extant for Connacht (since the disastrous destruction of the Four 
Courts in 1922) except a few extracts relating to the family of Ganly, 
now in the Public Record Office. The Cooper manuscript collection 
was acquired by the National Library in 1948; the manuscript now 
under consideration is NL. MS. 2165.

The transcriber has made many obvious errors in transcribing 
place-names; and his—or from the handwriting I surmise that I 
should say her—apparent lack of local knowledge leads, for example, 
to the passing over the name of a parish as " illegible ", though the 
accompanying list of townlands comprised in it should have made its 
identification simple. Such obvious defects have now been rectified. 
Nothing, however, could be done to supply complete omissions of 
names which occur in a few places and are indicated by the transcriber 
as due to the original being there illegible or defaced.

1 See my article entitled "Molonys and the Tipperary Hearth Money Rolls" in 
North Munster Studies, Limerick, 1967.
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Some of my identifications, though probable, are not certain: I 
have placed a question mark after these. Most of the doubtful cases 
are dealt with in footnotes. Apart from those so indicated, of the 433 
denominations referred to below there are 23 which I am unable to 
identify.

The original is arranged under parishes, sub-divided into townlands 
or other sub-denominations, each of the latter being followed by the 
names of the residents therein. Very few householders were assessed 
with more than one hearth. Where two or more are recorded this fact 
is indicated in the text now presented. As will be seen from the wording 
of the act some of the poorer people were exempted from the first, 
though it is clear that these acts gave rise to abuses, particularly 
during the period that the collection of the tax was farmed out. In 
this connexion I should draw attention to the list of relevant pro­ 
clamations which was compiled, and kindly given to me, by Dr. 
R. C. Simington, see p. 15 seq.

All the 39 parishes of Co. Sligo, including the three which lie partly 
in adjacent counties, appear in the roll (Killadoon being treated as 
part of Shancough). 433 townland or similar denominations are listed, 
compared with 859 in the Book of Survey and Distribution and 
approximately 1250 present day townlands. 1 Many of the latter, of 
course, were formed since the seventeenth century, particularly at the 
time of Griffith's Valuation in the 1850's, when minor denominations 
were often officially classed as townlands. Nevertheless the discrepancy 
is surprising, even allowing for the fact that no doubt so soon after the 
Cromwellian upheaval many areas contained no habitation liable to 
the tax.

A comparison of this roll with other contemporary sources reveals 
several interesting facts. I take two typical parishes: in Drumcliff 
(which now contains 60 townlands) 28 appear in the roll—25 so far 
identified and 3 not, though most of these latter occur also in the 
1659 " census "; in Kilmorgan the comparable figures are 22 modern, 
11 in roll, 10 identified, 1 doubtful (this also occurs in the 1659 
" census "). Turning now to personal names, all the six tituladoes 
listed in the " census " as resident in Kilmorgan also appear in the 
hearth money roll for that parish, though in some cases with strange 
variations of spelling, e.g. Bierast for Bycroft. 2

These are English names, but the contents of the roll clearly show 
the overwhelming preponderance of Irish names except in a few 
centres such as Sligo town.

1 Strafiord's Inquisition of a generation earlier contains many denominations 
which do not occur in the other scources referred to.
2 This is a good example of the way names become corrupted in the course 
of transcription—c is mistaken for e. and f and the former f for s are confused.
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The variant spellings of place-names will be apparent from a glance 
at the last two columns of the text; some of the strangest of these, 
however, e.g. roclcl for rodd, are probably due to the Markree tran­ 
scriber's unfamiliarity with seventeenth century handwriting.

Though not actually relevant to the hearth money rolls, it is perhaps 
worth mentioning here that the " census" of 1659 is incomplete 
for Co. Sligo: one fifth of the county, eight whole parishes—Ballyna- 
kill, Calry, Kilcolman, Killaspughrone, Killerry, Kilmacowen, Killoran 
and Tawnagh—do not appear in it at all. Commentators on the 
" census ", when drawing attention to other lacunae, do not appear 
to have made even the briefest reference to the omissions in Co. Sligo.

Copies of hearth Money Rolls of the 1660's are extant for the
following counties: 

Antrim, 1669

Armagh, 1664

Cavan, 1664

Derry, 1663 

Donegal, 1665 

Dublin, 1663

Fermanagh, 1665

Kildare 

Louth, 1664

Monaghan, 1663-5 

Sligo, 1662

In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr, Dublin 
(ms 9584)

In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr., Dublin 
(ms 9586); printed in Archivium Hibernicum 
VIII (pp. 121-202) andmSeanchus Ardmhacha 
III (pp. 96-142).

The parishes of Killeshandra, Kildallan, 
Killenagh, Templeport and Tomregan: in 
P.R.O.N.I. (ref. Rev. Exch. 184).

In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr., Dublin 
(ms 9584).

In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr., Dublin 
(ms 9583).

Printed in Jnl of the Kildare Arch. Soc. X 
(pp. 245-254 and 386-466); includes some 
areas now in Co. Kildare.

In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr., Dublin 
(ms 9583).

See Dublin, supra.

Printed in Jnl of the Louth Arch. Soc. VI 
(pp. 79-87 and 181-187), VII (pp. 500-515).

Printed in History of Co. Monaghan by 
D. C. Rush (pp. 291-338).

Printed in this number of Analecta Hibernica.
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Tipperary, 1665-7 . . Printed in Tipperary's Families by Thomas 
Laffan (pp. 9-193).

Tyrone, 1664 .. In P.R.O.N.I.; copy in Nat. Libr., Dublin 
(ms 9583-4).

Wicklow, 1669 . . In Genealogical Office, Dublin, (ms 667); 
see also P.R.O.I. copy (ref. M 4909); an 
abbreviated copy (personal names given only 
for houses with more than one hearth) is 
printed in Jnl of the R. Soc. of Antiquaries 
LXI (pp. 165-178).

Very few of these are complete copies of the original rolls, though 
in most cases the omissions are not extensive.

There are also in the Public Record Office, Dublin, the National 
Library, the Genealogical Office, Dublin, and in the Public Record 
Office, Belfast, some extracts from hearth money rolls relating to small 
areas or to individual surnames made from time to time in the course of 
genealogical searches. Some parish histories e.g. Enniskillen Parish 
and Town by W. H. Dundas, give details of the roll for the particular 
limited area under consideration, but in any of those I have seen the 
information thus presented is contained in one of the returns listed 
above. A few contemporary subsidy rolls and poll tax lists are preserv­ 
ed in one or more of those repositories. There are very few full copies 
of hearth money rolls for the eighteenth century extant. Some 
particulars of all the foregoing will be found in R. J. Hayes: Manu­ 
script sources for the history of Irish civilization.

E. McL.



THE HEARTH MONEY ACTS 

The Act of 1662, 14 & 15 Charles II, Chap, xvii

An Act of establishing an additional revenue upon his Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, for the better support of his and their crown and 
dignity.

FORASMUCH as nothing conduceth more to the peace and profperity 
of a kingdom, and the protection of every fingle perfon therein, than 
that the publick revenue thereof may be in fome meafure proportioned 
to the publick charges and expences; in confideration thereof, and to 
the intent and purpofe that his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors may 
receive a full and ample recompence and fatisfaction for the profits 
of the court of wards in this kingdom, and the tenures, wardfhips, 
liberties, primer feizins, ouster lemains, values and forfeitures of 
marriage, by reafon of any tenure of the Kings Majefty, or of any 
other by knights fervice, and all mean rates, and all other gifts, 
grants, charges incident or aril'ing for or by reafon of the fame and other 
perquifits incident thereunto, and for all arrears, accompts and 
demands any way due, or payable for or by reafon of the fame from 
any of his Majefties iubjects of this his kingdom of Ireland, fince the 
three and twentieth of October, one thoufand fix hundred forty and 
one, or that may grow due hereafter; be it enacted and it is enacted 
by the Kings moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal and commons in this prefent 
Parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That for 
the confiderations aforefaid from and after the twenty ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord God one thoufand fix hundred 
fixty two, every dwelling and other houfe and edifice that are or 
hereafter fhall be erected within this kingdom of Ireland, other than 
fuch as in this act are hereinafter excepted, fhall be chargeable, 
and by this prefent act be and are charged, with the annual pay­ 
ment to the Kings Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors for every fire 
hearth, and other place ufed for firing and ftoves within every fuch 
houfe and edifice as aforefaid, the fum of two fhillings, fieri, by the 
year, to be paid yearly and every year at the feaft of the annuntiation 
of the Bleffed Virgin St. MARY, and the feaft of St. MICHAEL the 
arch-angel, by even and equal portions; the firft payment thereof 
to be paid upon the feaft day of the annunciation of the Bleffed 
Virgin St. MARY, which fhall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
fix hundred fixty three.

FOOTNOTE.
The text of this Act is taken from Irish Statutes officially published in 1765. 

In passing it to the printer I overlooked the fact that the eighteenth century 
fount used the old f for s. It seems unnecessary to have the whole seven pages 
re-set in order to correct this.
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II. And to the intent that a juft accompt may be had and taken 
of all the faid hearths, firing places and ftoves by this act intended to 
be charged, be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
that every owner or occupier of every fuch houfe and edifice fhall re- 
fpectively within fix days after notice given unto him or them by the 
refpective conftables of every parifh, or by fuch other perfons as are 
hereafter by this act appointed to be affifting to the faid conftables 
in the execution of this act, deliver unto the faid conftables, or 
fuch other perfons as aforefaid refpectively, a true and juft accornpt 
in writing under the hands of fuch owners or occupiers as aforefaid 
of all the faid hearths, firing places and ftoves, which are within 
their feveral and refpective houfes and edifices aforefaid.

III. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the re­ 
fpective conftables and fuch other perfons as are to be affifting to 
them in fuch manner as is hereafter expreffed, within whofe limits 
any sufh houfe or edifice charged by this act as aforesaid are, fhall 
by the twentieth day of December yearly require the feveral oc­ 
cupiers of every fuch houfe and edifice aforefaid, to deliver unto 
them refpectively accompts in writing as aforefaid under their feveral 
and refpective hands of all such hearths, firing places and ftoves as 
aforesaid, as fhall be within their refpective houfes and edifices, 
and upon receipt of the fame, or upon default of fuch accompt in 
writing, or in cafe there be no occupiers, then within fix days af­ 
ter notice in writing fixed to the doore, requiring fuch accompt 
to be made, the faid conftables, and fuch other perfons as are to be 
affifting to them refpectively as aforefaid, fhall enter into the said 
refpective houfes and edifices in the day time, and compare fuch 
accompts, and fee whether the fame be truely made or not; and if 
no fuch accompt be delivered, then fhall take information by their 
own view of the number of fuch hearths, firing places and ftoves; 
upon pain that every conftable and all and every fuch other perfon 
and perfons that are to be affifting to conftables in manner as is 
hereafter expreffed, who fhall neglect to do the fame, fhall forfeit 
for every week he or they fhall fo neglect the sum of forty fhillings, 
and for every falfe return willfully made contrary to this act, he 
or they fhall forfeit and lofe for every hearth, firing place or ftove 
fo falfly returned or omitted, the fum of forty fhillings; and to the 
intent the faid return may be faithfully made, and his Majetfies re­ 
venue not impaired by falfe or fhort returns, the juftices of the 
peace in the feveral counties, cities and towns of Ireland, being 
counties of themfelves, fhall and may at any publick quarter-fef- 
fions, or other feffions of the peace after the nine and twentieth 
day of September in each year, nominate and appoint two perfons 
of good repute in each parifh to joyn with and affift the conftables 
in taking an accompt of the feveral hearths, firing places and ftoves
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in each parifh, and making up the aforefaid returns, who together 
with the faid conftables are to fign and make the faid returns.

IV. And in cafe any of the perfons, who are fo to affift in making 
the faid returns, fhall refufe or neglect to take the faid accompt, 
or to joyn with the faid conftables in making the faid returns, the 
juftices of the peace fhall at the next quarter-feffions to be held for 
that county caufe every perfon fo refufing to be indicted for fuch 
his neglect, and upon conviction impofe fuch a fine on him as they 
fhall judge fit, not exceeding twenty fhillings; and in fuch cafe the 
juftices of the peace fhall receive a return from the faid conftables, 
that fo the due payment of the faid money be not retarded by any 
fuch omiffion or neglect; and where the juftices of peace fhall fuf- 
pect any returns that are brought in to be fraudulent, or fhall be 
informed that the faid conftables have not made full returns, in 
that cafe the juftices are to imploy fuch other perfons as they shall 
think fit to take an accompt of the hearths, firing places and ftoves 
of every fuch parifh where fuch neglect fhall fo happen.

V. And be it further enacted by the authoritie aforefaid, That 
the feveral conftables, and the faid other perfons who are hereby 
authorized to take the accompt of the aforefaid hearths, firing- 
places and ftoves within their particular limits as aforefaid, fhall 
at the next quarter-feffions, after the faid twentieth day of Decem­ 
ber, to be holden for their refpective counties, cities and countie- 
towns, deliver all fuch accompts in writing as they fhall receive, 
reform or take by their own view, unto the juftices of peace, in their 
refpective quarter-feffions of the faid counties.

VI. And be it further enacted, That the faid juftices of peace 
fhall caufe all the faid accompts of the feveral hearths, firing-places 
and ftoves within the refpective counties, cities and countie-towns 
aforesaid, to be inrolled by the clerk of the peace of the faid re­ 
fpective counties, cities and countie-towns aforefaid, and alfo a du­ 
plicate thereof in parchment under the hands and feals of three 
or more of the justices of the peace of the refpective counties, cities 
and countie-towns aforefaid, who are hereby required to fign 
the fame, to be returned into his Majesties court of Exchequer 
within two months next after fuch accompt delivered unto them at 
their refpective quarter-feffions aforefaid, upon pain that the clerk 
of the peace of every fuch countie offending therein, fhall forfeit 
to his Majefty, his heires and fucceffors, the fum of fiftie pounds 
for the firft month; and for the fecond month he fhall fo neglect, 
every fuch clerk of the peace fhall forfeit and lofe his or their place 
and office, and the fame shall become void accordingly.
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VII. And to the intent that the revenue hereby arising to his Ma- 
jeftie, may from time to time be paid into his Exchequer, with 
as little charge as may be; be it enacted by the authoritie afore- 
iaid, That the fheriff of every countie, citie or town, being a coun- 
tie of itfelf, fhall be and are hereby made collectors of and for 
the feveral fums arifing within their feveral and refpective limits 
by virtue of this act; for which end and purpol'e the clerk of the 
peace of the laid refpective counties, cities and countie-towns, fhall 
within two months after fuch accompts delivered to the juftices of 
the peace of the refpective cities and countie-towns aforefaid, de­ 
liver unto the refpective fheriffs of the counties and places afore­ 
said, one other duplicate of the faid returns in parchment, under 
the hands and feals of two at the leaft of the juftices of the peace 
of the faid refpective counties, cities and countie-towns, who are 
hereby required to fign the fame; and the faid fheriffs fhall every 
half year by themfelves, or fuch other perfons as they fhall refpec- 
tively under their hands and feals appoint, and for whom they will 
be anfwerable, collect, gather and receive the feveral fums due and 
payable by virtue of this act from the feveral occupiers of the faid 
hearths, firing-places and ftoves, and upon payment thereof the faid 
fheriffs, or fuch as they fhall refpectively appoint as aforefaid, ihall 
give several acquittances without taking any thing for the fame, and 
that every fuch acquittance fhall be a full and perfect difcharge to 
every fuch perfon who fhall pay the fame, againft his Majeftie, 
his heirs and fucceffors, fo that no perfon who fhall have fuch ac­ 
quittances fhall be molefted, fued or vexed, or put to any charge 
in his Majefties court of Exchequer, or elfewhere.

VIII. And be it further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, That 
in cafe any perfon who is hereby charged to pay any fum or fums 
of moneys as aforesaid, fhall refule or neglect to pay the fame, 
that then all and every fuch fheriff and fheriffs, and fuch other 
perfon or perfons as fhall be by him or them authorized as afore­ 
faid to collect the fame, fhall and may levie the fame by diftrefs 
and fale of his goods, or the perfon or perfons fo refufing or ne­ 
glecting, rendring unto the faid perfon and perfons the overplus of 
fuch money as fhall remain in their hands by the iaid fale after 
the faid sum is discharged as aforefaid. And the faid iheriff fhall 
from time to time, within two months after the faid fum fhall be 
payable by virtue of this act, make payment of all the moneys levied 
into his Majefties Exchequer, with a perfect lift of fuch peri'oiis as 
fhall make default of payment, where no diftrefs can be found, 
every fuch fheriff deducting twelve pence out of every twentie fhil- 
lings of the payments that he fhall fo make by virtue of this act, 
and fo after that rate, whereof nine pence to be for the fheriffs 
own ufe as a reward of his pains in collecting and returning the



HEARTH MONEY ACTS 9

lame, and three pence to be paid by the fheriff to the clerk of the 
peace for his pains, to be recovered by the faid clerk of the peace 
by action of debt, and that his Majefties officers in his faid court 
of Exchequer {hall difcharge all fuch perfons who paid their re- 
fpective fums charged on them, without taking any fees for the fame, 
and fhall alfo iffue out procei's to levie the faid duties upon any the 
goods or lands of the perfons charged wherefoever the fame fhall 
be found, in cafe no diftrefs can be found to be taken according to 
this act, in the countie or places where the faid dutie was firft 
charged.

IX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the revenue and fum of money arifing by virtue of this act, except 
what is or fhall be by this act particularly otherwife difpofed of, 
fhall be duly and conftantly paid and anfwered into his Majefties 
court of Exchequer, and fhall not be particularly charged or charge­ 
able, either before it be paid into the Exchequer or after, with any 
gifts, grants or penfions whatfoever; and that all and every grant 
of any fuch penfions, and all and every claufe of non obftante there­ 
in contained, fhall be and is hereafter declared to be utterly void; 
and all and every the perfons, to whom fuch grants are or fhall be 
paffed, fhall be and are hereby made accomptants unto his Majefty, 
his heirs and fucceffors, and fhall pay back all fums of money re­ 
ceived by pretence of fuch grant; and the court of Exchequer is 
hereby enjoined to iffue out procefs accordingly.

X. And be it further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, That 
if any action, bill, plaint, fuit or information fhall be commen­ 
ced or profecuted againft any perfon or perfons for what he or 
they fhall do in purfuance or execution of this act, fuch perfon or 
perfons fo fued fhall and may plead the general iffue not guilty, 
and upon issue joyned may give this act, and the fpecial matter in 
evidence; and if the plaintiff or profecutor fhall become non-iuit, 
or fuffer difcontinuance, or if a verdict pafs against him, or if upon 
demur judgment pafs againft him, the defendant fhall recover treble 
cofts, for which there fhall be like remedie as in any cafe where 
cofts by law are given to the defendants.

XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That 
where any increafe or decreafe of fuch hearths, firing-places or 
ftoves fhall here after happen, that an accornpt in writing of the 
fame shall be had and made in like manner as the fame is direct­ 
ed to be firft taken, returned and enrolled by this act, and a du­ 
plicate thereof fent into the Exchequer, in fuch fort as is before 
directed; and from thenceforth the owner or occupier of fuch 
houfe where fuch decreafe is, fhall be difcharged proportionably 
without any further pleading in the Exchequer.
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XII. Provided always, that no perfon or perions ihall be charged, 
prosecuted or brought to accompt for the arrears of any duty or 
arrearages of revenue raifed by this act, unleffe the faid fuit fhall 
commence within two years next after the fame fhall grow due.

XIII. Provided always, That no perfon who lives upon alms, 
and is not able to get his or her living by his or her work and 
labour, fhall be charged or chargeable with any the duties by 
this act impofed; any thing herein contained to the contrary not­ 
withstanding.

XIV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in cafe 
any two juftices of the peace fhall in writing under their hands 
yearly certifie their belief that the houfe, wherein any perfon doth 
inhabit within fuch county wherein they are juftices of the peace, 
is not of greater value than eight fhillings -per annum, upon the 
full improved rent, and that neither the perfon fo inhabiting, nor 
any other ufing the fame meffuage, hath, ufeth, or occupieth any 
lands or tenements of their own or others of the yearly value of 
eight fhillings per annum, nor hath any lands, tenements, goods or 
chatties of the value of four pounds in their own poffeffion, or in 
the poffeffion of any other in truft for them, then in fuch cafe up­ 
on fuch certificate made to the juftices of the peace of luch county, 
at any of their quarter-feffions to be held for the fame county, and 
allowed by them, (for which certificate and allowance no fees fhall 
be paid) the perfon on whofe behalf fuch certificate is made fhall 
not be returned by the conftables, or other perfons to be affiftant to 
them as aforefaid, and the faid houfe is hereby for that year dif- 
charged of and from all duties by this act impofed; any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding.

XV. Provided alfo, and be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That if any perfon or perfons, bodies politick or corporate fhall 
at any time hereafter procure or accept of from the Kings Maje- 
fty, his heirs or fucceffors, any penfion, gift or grant for years, 
life, or any other ei'tate, or any fum or fums of money, out of 
the revenue arifing by virtue of this act, that then fuch per­ 
fon or bodies politick or corporate procuring or accepting the fame 
fhall forfeit double the value of fuch penfion, gift or grant, the 
one moyety of which forfeiture ihall be to the ufe of the parifh 
or parifhes where the faid offenders be or inhabit, to be recovered 
by the church-wardens; the other moyety to him that will fue 
for the fame by action of debt, bill, plaint or information.

XVI. And forafmuch as if Sir Richard Parfons baronet, and Sir 
Arthur Chichefter knight, and dame Jane Chichefter, alias Itch- 
ingham his wife, may not equally partake with all other your
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Majeities fubjects of that free grace and favour, which, by the 
taking away the court of wardes in this your kingdom, is by 
your Majefties goodnefs generally extended to all others your 
good fubjects here; it might leave a mark of your Majefties 
great difpleafure to all fucceeding ages, upon record, againft the 
said Sir Richard Parfons an infant not above three years of age, 
and the faid Sir Arthur Chichefter, and dame Jane Chichefter, 
alias Itchingham, who is not above fixteen years of age, whofe 
anceftors have eminently ferved your Majefties royal grandfather and 
father of glorious memory; may it therefore pleaie your Majefty that 
it be enacted, and be it enacted by your moft excellent Majefty, 
by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and 
temporal and the commons in this prefent Parliament affembled, 
and by the authority of the fame, That the claufes and provifoes 
contained in one act of this prefent Parliament, intituled, An 
Act for taking away the court of wards and liveries, and tenures 
in capite, and by knights fervice; in which claufes and provifoes 
the faid Sir Richard Parfons and Sir Arthur Chichefter, and dame 
Jane Chichefter, alias Itchingham his wife, are particularly named, 
and every of the faid claufes and provifoes wherein the faid Sir Richard 
Parfons, and Sir Arthur Chichefter, and dame Jane Chichefter, alias 
Itchingham his wife, are particularly named, and every matter and 
thing therein contained be and hereby are repealed and nulled, 
and made void to all intents and purpofes, from fuch time as 
the grantees of the faid wardfhips fhall receive fuch fatisfaction 
for the fame as is herein directed; and that the faid Sir Richard 
Parfons, and Sir Arthur Chichefter, and dame Chichefter, alias 
Itchingham his wife, and every of them, ihall and may from 
fuch time have and enjoy fuch and the fame benefit and advan­ 
tage in as ample, large and beneficial manner to all intents, con- 
ftructions and purpofes whatfoever, as any other of your Majefties 
fubjects of this your kingdom, fhall, may, might or ought to have, 
by your Majefties royal bounty and favour extended in the faid 
act generally to all your Majesties loyal fubjects of this realm; 
any thing in the faid claufes and provifoes, or either of them, 
or in the faid letters patents therein mentioned, or otherwife, to 
the contrary hereof notwithstanding.

XVII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That out of the firft moneys which fhall be raifed by virtue of 
this prefent act, the full fum of twenty thoufand pounds be taken 
and applied to the fatiffaction of the feveral officers of the court 
of wards, and others, who in the profit of their offices do re­ 
ceive particular lols, damage or hindrance, by taking away of 
the faid court of wards, and for fatisfying of Robert Boyl and 
Daniel 0 Neale, efquires, for their refpective wardfhips of the faid
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Sir Richard Parfons baronet, and dame Jane Chichefter, alias 
Itchingham, the faid fum of twenty thoufand pounds, to be dif- 
pofed and diitributed amongft the faid officers and others as afore- 
faid, their executors or adminiitrators, in full compenfation of 
their faid loffes and damages, and for fatisfying the two ward- 
fhips before-mentioned, in fuch manner and according to iuch 
proportions to be refpectively divided arnongft them, as the lord 
lieutenant or other chief governour or governours and council of 
this kingdom {hall think fit, who by authority of this act, are 
to give warrants for the paiment thereof accordingly.

XVIII. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, that the 
faid fum of twenty thoufand pounds fieri, or any other fum or 
firms whatfoever, fhall not be levied upon this kingdom, or the 
fubjects therein, or any of the counties, cities, towns, lands, te­ 
nements or hereditaments, by way of fubfidy, affefment, pole- 
money, or any other ways or means whatfoever, under pretence 
of giving fatisfaction or a juft compenfation to the faid officers 
who fuller lofs and damage by taking away the faid court of 
wards, as aforefaid; any thing in this prefent act, or in any 
other act or acts palled in this prefent Parliament in any wife 
to the contrary notwithftanding.

XIX. Provided, That this act or any thing therein con­ 
tained fhall not extend to charge any private oven or kilne with­ 
in any of the houfes hereby charged, or any hearth or f'tove 
within the fite of any colledge, hofpital or alms-houfe.

XX. Provided, That the paiments and duties hereby charged 
fhall be charged onely on the occupier for the time being of 
of fuch hearth or ftove, dwelling in fuch houfe, edifice, or whereto 
fuch hearth or ftove shall be belonging, his executors or admi- 
niftrators, and not on the landlord who let or demifed the fame, 
his heirs, executors or alfigns.

XXI. Provided, That no perfon or perfons indebted for any 
the duties aforefaid, fhall thereby be priviledged as a debtor or 
debtors to his Majelty, his heirs or fucceffors, to fue any per­ 
fon or perfons in the court of Exchequer, or to afiign any debt 
to his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, towards fatisf action of the 
fame.
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The following is the Official Summary 
of the 1665 Act, 17 & 18 Charles II, Chap, xviii:

1. Revenue not duly answered by reason of defects in statute 
14 & 15 C. II, 17 and neglect of officers. Persons making returns of 
hearths may be examined on oath.

2. Occupiers of houses to forfeit 4s. for every hearth omitted 
in the accounts. Constables and assistants making default to forfeit 
40s.

3. Further allowance, not exceeding 3d. per pound, to clerk of 
the peace.

4. Chief governors and council may appoint officers to collect 
this duty, inspect the rolls, certificates and returns, and enter houses 
in the day time with constable and assistants and search whether 
any more hearths than formerly returned, and if any variance certify 
to clerk of the peace. Duplicate to be returned into Exchequer. 
Such officers to have power to collect said revenue.

5. Officers, after notice of appointment to the sheriff, to levy 
at the place where due; by distress and sale upon refusal, with assist­ 
ance of constable in day-time. Charges of distress not to exceed fourth 
part of the duty and arrears. Penalty 40s. upon constable &c. refusing 
or neglecting.

6. Occupiers of hearths not to be charged two years after the 
duty due, nor for arrears not appearing on record in Exchequer. 
Officers formerly appointed to collect discharged. Said duty payable 
into Exchequer in Hilary term yearly or thirty days after.

7. Collectors first to give security and take oath for the due 
execution; not to exact fees on pain of disability and treble damages, 
to sign acquittances without fee. Persons fraudulently stopping up 
or concealing hearths to pay double. Differences to be determined 
by adjoining justices or the magistrate. They and all officers to assist 
the persons collecting.

8. Allowances to clerks of the peace [as in 1662 Act].

9. Till such officers appointed the former may continue to act.

10. Chief governors and council to appoint persons to execute 
this act; other persons discharged.

11. Clause in former act concerning houses exempted upon certifi­ 
cate of two justices shall extend to widows only; repealed as to all 
other persons.
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12. Houses within precinct of cathedral or collegiate church not 
discharged.

13. Ovens in bakers' houses, taverns, inns &c., and kilns where 
grain dried for sale, deemed public and charged; others private.

14. Said duty payable tenth January yearly; returns delivered 
by occupiers to constable or other officer before tenth November 
yearly; constables and assistants to give notice by third November.

15. Houses having no fixed hearth with chimneys chargeable with 
two hearths.

16. Sir Henry Tichburn as a compensation for his eminent services 
and losses in the late rebellion and for being deprived of the wardship 
of Nicholas Plunket to have £2,000 out of said duty payable in a year.
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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY PROCLAMATIONS CONCERNING 
HEARTH MONEY

(from Bibliotheca Lindesiana)

770. 15 August 1666. Appointing Collectors: Sir Richard Gethings, 
Sir Peter Pett, Denny Muschamp, John Stepney and Joseph Dean, 
appointed receivers of the hearth-money. Former collectors discharged.

780. 21 March 1666-7. The hearth-money does not come in owing 
to concealment of hearths and obstinacy of persons of quality who 
will not admit inspectors, the combination against distress and the 
connivance of magistrates. All arrears from 24 June 1665 must be paid 
at once to the deputies No. 770. Magistrates and officers to assist 
deputies. This to be proclaimed within 16 days after receipt.

801. 26 August 1669. [For assessing hearth-money where there 
are no hearths] Any house with no chimney or hearths to be counted 
as having two hearths (after 24 March 1667-8) until it has one or more 
fixed hearths with a chimney or chimneys (Cites Act: This clause is 
published that all may know).

806. 21 March 1669-70. John Stone, Samuel Richardson, Richard 
Bucknal and Thomas Breedon appointed collectors of hearth-money 
from 25 December 1668.

874. 5 February 1676-7. Certificates of exemption have been 
granted too freely. Special Justices of Peace are now nominated for 
each county who alone have the power of granting exemptions. 
William Hill, Sir James Shaen, Wm. Rider, Wm. Muschamp, Edward 
Richbill, Laurence Stanyan, John Gourney and Thomas Sheridan 
are commissioners for hearth-money.

925. 15 January 1682-3. Recites provisions under which exemption 
from hearth-money may be granted. A list of those authorized to 
grant exemptions. Francis E. of Longford, Lemuel Kingston, William 
Dickinson, Wm. Strong and Robert Bridges to be commissioners for 
hearth-money. All money due on hearths &c. on 10 January to be 
paid to them.

934. 22 August 1684. Complaints are made that some magistrates 
obstruct revenue officers in collecting hearth-money, excises, licences; 
will not punish persons who rescue distresses legally levied, and take 
insolvent recognizances for the appearance of those they do commit. 
All magistrates etc., are in future to give vigorous and hearty assistance 
to revenue officers on pain of disaffection.



16 SEVENTEENTH CENTURY PROCLAMATIONS

977. 11 April 1687. Houses of less value than 8s. are exempt from 
hearth-money on obtaining a certificate. A list of those empowered 
to grant certificates to poor widows is added [See No. 1007]. The duties 
are to be paid to the authorized collectors. Ten days notice to be 
given at the house before distraint is made.

1007. 28 December 1688. Appointing commissioner for exempting 
from hearth tax.

1264. 7 July 1692. Arrears of hearth-money and of quit-rent 
due at Lady Day or Easter exonerated and discharged.

1286. 3 May 1693. Regulations for exemptions from hearth-money 
and list of persons entitled to grant it.

1300a. 3 March 1936—4. Concerning exemptions from hearth- 
money. Not found.

1306. 22 February 1694-5. A list of exemptions from hearth- 
money and of those entitled to grant it.

1314. 11 February, 1695-6. Owing to the absence of the persons 
nominated in proclamation 3 May 1653, No. 1286, no exemptions 
were given. 26 persons are nominated to grant exemptions.

1366. 27 June 1698. Cites proclamation 3 March 1693-4, No. 1300A. 
The persons entitled to grant exemptions in Antrim are added to.

1411. 29 December 1699. Recites particulars of those exempted 
from hearth—money. Appoints persons in every county &c. to grant 
exemptions, who are to be careful not to exceed the limits set down, 
Magistrates etc. are to assist the collectors. Duplicates of exemptions 
to be sent to Quarter Sessions.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN TEXT AND NOTES 

Cens. 1659: A " census " of Ireland c. 1659.

Goblet: Index of parishes and townlands from 17th century 
maps.

"Illeg": treated by the Markree transcriber as illegible

J. O'D.: John O'Donovan's Ordnance Survey letters.

S. & D.: Sligo Book of Survey and Distribution.

t.n.g.: townland not given.

Str. Inq.: Stafford's Inquisition of Co. Sligo.

P.R.O.I.: Public Record Office, Ireland (Dublin).

P.R.O.N.I.: Public Record Office, Northern Ireland (Belfast).
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ô1—5

O 
CS

o 1 — >

2K

earcy, Edward 
eathon, John

PH PH

eeter, Andrew

PH

etterson, Robei

PH

B
O 1—)

c/f
£> 
£

PH

hibbs, Richard

PH

iece, Richard

PH

ierse, Charles

PH

ierse, William

PH

illernane, Dank

PH

B 
& 0 i— >
•tf
% 

M

PH



Pi
rs

ie
, 

Jo
hn

 
Pl

un
ke

tt,
 T

ho
m

as
 

Po
ve

y,
 T

ho
m

as
 

Pr
es

to
n,

 J
am

es
 

Pr
ew

, H
ug

h 
Pr

ys
e,

 J
am

es

O 
Q

ui
ck

ly
, T

um
ul

ta
gh

 
Q

ui
gg

ly
, 

Ja
m

es
 

Q
ui

gg
ly

, 
Pa

tr
ic

k
M

e 
Q

ui
lk

in
, 

R
ic

ha
rd

O 
Q

ui
lla

ne
, 

Te
ig

e 
Q

ui
rk

e,
 J

am
es

 
Q

ui
ss

og
e,

 D
on

ne
ll 

Q
uy

n,
 E

dm
on

d
M

e 
Q

uy
n,

 M
ar

qu
es

0 
Q

uy
n,

 P
at

ri
ck

0 
Q

uy
n,

 W
ill

ia
m

 
Q

uy
ne

, 
Ed

m
on

d
M

e 
Q

uy
nn

, 
N

ic
ho

la
s 

du
ffe

R
ag

hn
es

se
, 

Ja
m

es
 

R
ag

ht
ag

an
e,

 R
or

y 
R

ag
ht

eg
an

, 
Jo

hn
71 

Se
e 

no
te

 4
4.

 
n 

Se
e 

no
te

 4
4.

B
al

ly
sa

da
re

B
al

ly
sa

da
re

B
al

ly
sa

da
re

A
ha

m
lis

h
K

ilm
ac

ow
en

Em
la

gh
fa

d

K
ilm

or
ga

n
B

al
ly

sa
da

re
B

al
ly

sa
da

re
K

ilm
ac

sh
al

ga
n

C
al

ry
St

. 
Jo

hn
's

K
ill

or
an

K
ill

ar
ag

ht
K

ilm
ac

ow
en

K
ilm

or
ga

n
A

ch
on

ry
K

ilm
ac

tr
an

ny
B

al
ly

na
ki

ll

K
ilv

ar
ne

t
K

ilf
re

e
E

as
ky

Li
ss

en
in

ta
gh

K
ill

in
br

id
ge

K
ill

in
br

id
ge

B
un

du
ff

C
ar

ro
w

ki
ll

K
er

do
nn

ib
eg

ge

C
lu

nl
or

ge
C

lu
ne

co
ra

C
lu

ne
co

ra
Fa

rr
en

 M
cF

er
el

l
Lo

gh
ki

ne
lti

n
C

ar
ne

s
C

ar
ro

w
nl

og
hy

A
rt

ub
ru

d 
& 

K
er

ro
w

nu
rla

re
K

ilm
ac

ow
en

L
ag

ah
ak

a
C

ar
ro

w
m

or
e

C
ar

ro
ca

sh
el

l
M

ul
la

gh
m

or
e

t.n
.g

.
M

oy
ga

ra
R

at
hl

ee

L
is

ru
nt

ag
h

B
un

du
ff

C
ar

ro
w

ke
el

R
at

hd
oo

ny
be

g

C
lo

on
lu

rg
C

lo
on

ac
ur

ra
C

lo
on

ac
ur

ra
Fa

rr
an

m
ac

fa
rr

el
l

Lo
ug

ha
ne

lte
en

C
am

s
C

ar
ro

w
nl

ou
gh

an
' 2

C
ar

ro
w

nu
rla

ur
K

ilm
ac

ow
en

Lu
ga

ca
ha

C
ar

ro
w

m
or

e
C

ar
ro

w
ca

sh
el

M
ul

la
gh

m
or

e

M
oy

ga
ra

 
R

at
hl

ee

H ffi W ffi O
 

2, w Kj w O t-* t-1 Ô O O p 0
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