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PREFACE.

This edition of the Register of Tristernagh, undertaken some years
ago by the late Miss M. V. Clarke, was left incomplete at her death.
The spade work was hers, but for the edition in its final form, two of
her pupils are responsible. The transcript had been prepared, but
not finally revised for the press, and the collation of the original
manuscript with the two later copies was unfinished. This part of
the work has been completed by Miss J. S. A. Macaulay, who has
provided the textual notes. The material for the introduction and
historical notes had been collected, but was unarranged and only
in note form, and the identification of places was incomplete. TFor
these, and for the attempted dating of the charters, Miss K. M, E.
Murray is responsible.

Our thanks are due to Mr. E. St. John Brooks, who very kindly
repeated information given to Miss Clarke, principally relating to
the founder’s family, to Father Paul Walsh, for valuable assistance:
in the identification of places, and to the Very Reverend the Dean:of
Armagh, who gave us every facility to study the Register in the Library
at Armagh. Professor V. H. Galbraith and Professor A. Hamilton
Thompson have read the work in manuscript and have given us most
. generous and valuable help and advice. The names of others whom
Miss Clarke would have wished to thank here must, through ignorance,
be omitted.

J. S. A. MACAULAY.
K. M. E. MURRAY.






INTRODUCTION.

Tristernagh Priory, one of the two foundations for Austin Canons
in West Meath,* was situated on the west bank of Lough Iron, in the
Barony of Moygoish. The village of Kilbixy, which takes its name
from ‘ Cill Bhigsighe,” the church-of St. Bigseach,? lies just to the west,
and the Priory is sometimes referred to as Kilbixy Priory, although
its ‘dedication was to the Virgin Mary. The place was a town of
some importance in the middle ages : a castle was built there in 1192,
and it was traditionally ‘possesséd of a mayor and corporation, and
ranked as the head town of the county.® It has now shrunk to a
village, and of its former status:only :a ‘memory remains in the town«
land still known as the  burgage land * and the supposed site- of the
haven on the lake side. A similar fate has befallen the Priory; and
although the site is known, there are scarcelyany structural remains:
The church is said to have been cruciform, with ‘a central octagonai
tower, which was standing until the eighteenth -century:* In 1783
the then owner, Sir Pigott William Piers ° sacrilegiously invaded the
graveyard, had the skulls, bones and tombs torn from their resting-
place, and put out of his way into a hole,” and pulled down. the walls
of the old buildings.® The materials were used for a-house erected
on the site, but this in turn fell into such decay that it is said to have
been the original of Maria Edgeworth’s ‘ Castle Rackrent.’s To-day
there are few recognizable remains of the monastic buildings, beyond
three-early English arches which apparently formed part of the north
aisle of the church.”

The founder, Geoffrey de Costentin was one of the. famxly which
took its mame from Vir in the Cétentin in Normandy. Nigel -de
Costentin Lord of St. Saviour, fought with the Conqueror at Senlac,
but perhaps because he had taken a prominent part in the revolt
of 1047 against Earl William,® he received no grant of lands in chief
in England. At the time of the Domesday Survey, Humphrey de

.. 1 The other was at Mullmgar, founded by Ralph Petit in 1227.
2 Walsh, Place Nawmes of West Meath, I, 37-8. ‘Healy, Hist. Diocese of Meath,
1908, 1, 48, states that there was a Celtic house at. Kilbixy for men and women.
'Walsh op. cit., p. 89. Piers, Chovographical Descnptzon (1682) (in Vallanceys
Colleotanea de_ Rebus Hibernicis, 1770. Vol. I), p
- 8 cf. illustration in Woods, Annals of Westmeath 1907 facing p. 310. S
. %Cogan, Diocese of Meath, 1870, 111, 608 . o
.. Walsh, op. cit., p. 39. e
7 cf. ibid., p. 39, and Woods,. op. cit., lllustratxon facmgp 304. :
8, Freeman, Norman Conquest 1875 III, 461.. ) . !
° Ibid., 1877, 11, 248 sq.” . . :

© vii



viii INTRODUGTION

Costentin held Tushingham in Cheshire and Coppingford in Hunting-
‘donshire, of the Earl of Chester. Members of the family are found
‘at Tushingham till the middle of the thirteenth century! and in
Huntingdonshire: until Simon de Costentin (d. circa 1274) assumed
fhe name of Copmanford.? The same family held land in Byfield,
‘Northamptonshire, also of the Honour of Chester,® and seem to
have been connected with Costentins at Eton Costentin, Overbury
and other places in Shropshire.* : L
 The Geoffrey de Costentin who went to Ireland, belonged to a
distinct branch of the family, settled at Bonby in Lincolnshire, where
they held in chief in the thirteenth century, by the sergeanty of
carrying a white wand before the king on Christmas day.* The same
family were also lords of Thorpe in Staffordshire, and through this
holding may, like the senior branch, have had connections with the
earl of Chester, who was seigneur of the adjoining manor of Clifton,
although Thorpe itself was nominally in the Honour of Lancaster.*
From these Costentins descended also a branch, distinct by the middle
_ of the thirteenth century, who held Sutton in Bedfordshire in chief,
and who were closely connected with Costentins, tenants at Eaton

" Socon’ in the same county, of the Honour of Eudes the Sewer.* They
are associated with Eudes as benefactors of St. John’s Priory, Col-
chester.? ’ v -
. Geoffrey is a name which occurs.in all except the senior branch of
the family, and among the Costentins at Bonby and Thorpe, there
were at least four who bore it in succession between 1153 and 1263.
In 1153 Geoffrey de Costentin, apparently the first of the name,
was a witness to the-agreement, known as the Treaty of Devizes,
between the Earl of Chester and the future Henry.II.2° In the next

1 Ormerod, History-of the Gounty ‘Palatine -and City of Chester, 2nd edition
1882, 11, 654, 656. i , '
- % The Costentins were under-tenants at Coppingford in 1199. V.C.H. Hunts,
111, 36. Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, 1923-25, 11, 23, 27. ’

3 Farrer, op. cit., 11, 222-3. cf. Cal. Ing. P.M., 1V, p. 162 (1307).

¢ cf. Eyton, Antiquities of Shropshive, 1854, esp. VIII, p.'1 sq., and Red Book
Exchequer (R.S.) 1, 272 (1166). : :

- Red Book Exchequer, 11, 517. Cal. Ing. P.M., 1, p. 179, no. 574.

¢ William Salt Avch. Soc., 11, 231-2. III, 31. V,’i. 108. VI, 145. VII, 78.
cf. Red Book Exchequer, I, 160. 1I, 569. . '

? Beds. Record Soc., V, 217 sq. cf. also ibid., I, 231. II, 246-7, 252. 'III, 48,
115. Red Book Exchequer, 1, 136. .

8 Farrer, op. cit,, III, 251, 255. Robert de Costentin and his descendant

Geoffrey also held Orchestone in the Honour of Gloucesteér in 1166 and 1201-12.
gi.sgeré B}:;k‘E;fshequer, I, 155, 291. 1II, 609. . .
. eds. Record Soc., V, 217. cf. Cart. St." John's Colchester (Roxburghe Club,
1897).. 1, 132, 234, 235, 291. . II, 419, 421, 656. Since the fzsmily nasms hat &
topographical significance'it is not surprising to find bearers of it scattered widely.
In addition to those mentioned above, Costentins whose connection . with
these branches is not obvious, are found at Oxford; Oseney Cartulary (Oxford
Historical Society, 1929-31). I, 6, 78. II, 552; in Kent, Farrer, op. cit.,
111,3,163.  Cal. Ing. P.M.,1, p. 112, no. 412. II, p. 385, no. 635 ; and in London.
Cal. Ing. P.M., X1, p. 4, no. 8. Cal..CL. R., 1341-3, p, 109. Munimenta Gildhallae
Londoniensis Liber Custumayum (R.S.) 11, i, p-303. - . LT

1 cf. William Salt Avch. Soc., 11, 221 sq.
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few years Geoffrey is found as witness to charters of Hugh, earl of
Chester in France (1166-74),' and in England (c.1170),? and in 1173
he took part with the carl in the revolt in support of prince Henry,
and held Stockport castle in Cheshire against the king.*  The revolt
was quelled by September, 1174, when a general amnesty was issued
whereby all the rebels save the king of Scots, and the earls of Chester
and Leicester were immediately released.¢ Geoffrey -de Costentin
seems then to have gone to Ireland since the earliest charter witnessed
by him there which can be dated, was issued before Strongbow’s
death in 1176.5
. At the Council of Oxford in 1177, when the earl of Chester was
pardoned and went to Ireland, Geoffrey is mentioned as evidently.
already in possession of the district of Leix in Upper Ossory and Offaly.
Strongbow was making incursions into this country between 1173 .
and his death in 1176, and may perhaps have appointed Geoffrey.
as custodian of his newly built castle of Dunamase.” The place name.
Drumcostentin in Leighlin, recorded in the Register of St. Thomas’,
Dublin, may be a further indication of the sphere of Geoffrey’s early.
activities in Ireland.s

It seems probable that it was not until the return of Hugh de
Lacy as procurator general in 1177, that the Costentins acquired
the lands in West Meath with which they later endowed the Priory of
Tristernagh. According to the Somg of Dermot, Hugh de Lacy
enfeoffed Geoffrey de Costentin with land in Meath at ‘ Kelberi near
Ratheimarthi.’® These places Orpen identified with Kilbixy ‘and
Rathconrath,’° an identification confirmed by the Tristernagh register
and also by a charter seen by Ware, by which Walter de Lacy (pres-
umably in confirmation of his father’s grant) enfeoffed Geoffrey with
five fees in the feoff of Kilbixy, with a castle and fifteen knights
fees in the lands of Conmacne, for the service of four knights.1! ‘Hugh

1Cal. Doc. France, p. 161, no, 455.

2 Stenton, The First Century of Emnglish Feudalism, 1932. Appendix PP
257-8. Another charter of the Earl, witnessed by Geoffrey is noted in Helsby's
edition of Ormerod’s Cheskire, 1, p. 31 n.

® Benedict. of Peterbovough (R.S.) 1, 48. Walter of Coventry (R.S.) I, 216-7.
It is interesting to note in this connection that members of a famlly called
Stokport witness charters in the Tristernagh Register.

¢ Norgate, England under the Angevins, 1887, II, 165.

8 Cart. St. Mary-(R.S.) 1, 259-260.

. % Benedict of Peterbovough, 1, 161-164. Walier of Coventry, 1, 289-90 Hoveden
“(R.S.) II, 134. Geoffrey was a witness to the foundation charter of St. Thomas’,
gtzls))lsnf §ranted by William fitz Aldhelm in 1177. Bodlexan MS. Rawlinson, -

? cf. Orpen,, History of Iveland undev the Normans, 191 1—20 1,°329, 375.

? Reg. St. Thomas (R.S.), pp. 111, 118, 224, 309, 368.

”Song of Dermot and the Earl, ed. Orpen 1892 lmes 3154-5, pp. 229-30.
Notes p. 313.

10 The parish adjoining Kilbixy.

11 Ware, Hist. and Antiq. Ireland, ed. Harris, 1764, 11, p. 193. quoted by Orpen,
Song of Dermot. p. 313. Ware mentions also a charter enfeoffing William' Petit
in ‘I;II%thenthlrnan (Mullingar), cf. Song of Dermot line 3136, P 229 and notes o
p:
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de Lacy’s advance into the Clonmacnoise was made about 1178,*.
and the frontier position of Geoffrey’s lands, on the extreme west of
the Norman settlements in Meath, lends force to the supposition that
he was a. late comer 'to the district.® :
" Very soon afterwards the' Costentins transferred their interests
entirely to the Meath district, for in 1181, just before Hugh de Lacy
left Ireland, a further disposition of lands was ‘made, and Meiler
fitz Henry received Leix in exchange for Kildare.® In 1200-1 Geoffrey
de Costentin received the cantred of Tirieghrachbothe and Tirmany *.
in Connaught for the service of five knights, in exchange for the lands
of Leix and Houkreuthenan which the king had, by his desire, given
to Meiler.> A further exchange of lands was made in 1215, when John
granted Geoffrey the cantred of Trithweth in Roscommon, for the
service of four knights, in exchange for the cantred he held round
Athlone.s ™ A few years later he had ceased to be castellan,?
and in 1229 the king took the twenty fees in Trithweth near
the castle into his own hands, and Geoffrey received instead lands
still further- away from Athlone and nearer to the Irish.®

The date at which the family acquired the other principal holding
from which they endowed Tristernagh Priory, that of Balrothery
north of Dublin, is uncertain. In. the thirteenth century they held
there in chief, but originally probably by enfeoffment of Hugh de
Lacy, who certainly made grants in this district, most of which were
revoked as illegal alienations by the new justiciar, Philip of Worcester,:
in 1184-5.0° - | :
“ Unfortunately it is not clear whether Geoffrey: de Costentin, the
founder of Tristernagh, husband of Leticia, is in fact to be identified
with ' the first of that name to receive lands in Ireland, or whether
it ‘was, as seems more likely, his son. A Geoffrey de Costentin
died -about 1232, but if this were the rebel of 1173, he was a very old
man.- Perhaps therefore Geoffrey the rebel was-dead by 1181, when
Meiler Fitz Henry received his lands in Leix, and the Geoffrey, founder
of the Priory, who received lands in Connaught, was his son.

Geoffrey de Costentin (?2nd) who died in 1232 was a person of some-

1 Annals of the' Four Masters, ed. John O'Donovan, 1851, I1I, 43. .

% The position of the grant to the Tuit family (Granard) suggests another late
arrival, and since the Tuit and Petit families had Lincolnshire connections, itis
possible that they arrived in Meath with the Costentins. ‘ ‘ '

3Orpen, History, 1, 381. o ' :

. 4 Near Athlone, including the parish of Drum, cf. J:R.S.A.I., 1907, Orpen,”

Athlone Castle.” p. 259 n. The district was known as the Faes or Fews of
Athlone, or O’Naghtens country.

5 Cal. Doc. 1., 1, p. 22, no. 187. p. 25, no. 153,

¢ Ibid., p. 81, no. 508. p. 92, no. 590.

? Ibid., p. 174, no. 1142 (1223).

8 Ibid., p. 257, no. 1719. Cal. Cl. R., 1227-31, p. 196-7.

® Orpen, History, II, 92. .

19°Cal.' Doc.'I.,’1, 'p. 288, no. 1942, - :
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importance.? In 1201-2 he acted as deputy governor,®.and in 1220
was among the notables called with' the. justiciar to a council at
Oxford.®* He was -custodian: of the castles  of ' Loxseudy and
“Hincheleder¢ until 12165 and one of the keepers:of-the see of Dubhn
during a vacancy in 1229. The same year a Geoffrey de Costentin
‘was pardoned the scutage from Thorpe in Staffordshire in‘ consideration
‘of his Irish service.” .Geoffrey de Costentin junior, and Ralph, who
witness a.charter in the Tristernagh register,® were presumably son$
of the founder. Geoffrey junior died in 1244,° and was succeeded by
his son, a fourth Geoffrey, a minor who did homage in 1253 forlands m
Kilbixy, Kenkelly, Balrothery, and Dromiskyn (Louth) and who
diedin 1263/4.1° The line of Geoffreys was then brcken, for he was
succeeded by his' brother John (1235-1290) husband of Joanna
both of whom occur -in -the Tristernagh register.? In 1280 John
left his Lincolnshire lands to his brother Richard, who already held
Thorpe,'® and thereafter confined his attention to Ireland. On the-
death of his son Geoffrey in about 1296, the Irish-lands reverted to
Richard,**>. who ‘later became sheriff ‘of :county - Dublin.*" - His
son (?), also Richard, who alienated the Balrothery estate in’ 1343/4
:seems to have been the last of the Irish Costentins.ts /7% '
" 1The Geofirey de Costentin who grants land in Letchworth to Sawtrey' Abbey
(c. 1187-1190) may be the founder of Tristernagh. His seal is attached to the
document in the British Museum (Harl. Ch. 83. B 7) cf. Beds Reaard Soc., 11, 72
3Cal. Doc. 1., I, pp. 25-6. mnos. 157, 160. :
~ %Cal. Pat. R., 1216-25. p. 263. Cal. Doc. L., I, p. 144, no. 949 (August, 1220)
4? Inchehxgxn, Lough Ree. )
* 8Cal. Doc. 1., I, p. 95, no. 612.
. 8Cal. Doc. I., 1, p. 257-8, nos. 1717, 1723 p. 260, no. 1745. .
7Cal. Cl. . R., 1227—1231 P- 171. ) .
- 9Part I, no. XL." ‘ R N
* Cal. Doc. I., I, p. 400, no. 2682. Lo
.10 Ibid., 11, p. 22 no. 146, p. 24, no. 158. Cal Inq P.M., 1, p. 70, no. 277.

1 Cal. Inq PM., 1, p. 179 no. 574. Register of Tnstemagh Part I, nos. V
VI, VII, XXIII.

18 William Salt Avch. Soc., IV, 177. VI, 145. VII, 78. Cal. Inq P.M., II
459,'no. 750. cf. Reg. Tnstemagh Part I, nos. XX, XXI 1I.

13 Cal. Doc I.,1V, p. 138.; p. 330, no. 696 Richard is described as Geoﬁrey S.
“ cousin,” but was really his uncle.
- WR.D.K.I, XXXVIII, p. 61 (1301-2). XXXIX, pp: 21, 53. (1307-14),
XLII, p. 17, dead (1317) cf. Cal. Doc. I., IV, p. 62, no. 119. p. 209, no. 442.
p- 275, no. 580. (1294-9). '

B Iyish Rot. Pat. and Cl., pp. 45, 47, nos. 66, 134.

TABLE OF THE COSTENTINS OF BONBY, THORPE and IRELAND

GEOFFREY
(? d.c. 1180)
GEOFFREY =LETICIA;
d. 1'232/3
| : ) ]
GROFFREY - e e e . - RALPH (?)
d. 1244 ~ :
|
| | |
GEOFFREY . . JoHN=JoANNA. RICHARD =MATILDA
1232-1263/4 Co "1235{-90" - © -d. by 1317 ‘
' GEOFFREY——LUCY Rxcmmp ‘

1259—¢. 1296 - : . f1.-1348-4. -



xii INTRODUCTION

Unfortunately the actual date of the foundation of Tristernagh
Priory is as doubtful as the identity of the founder. The question is
complicated by the existence in the Register of two so-called
* foundation-charters,” neither of which appears in fact to be one.?
The charter which is placed second in the Register is described in the
list of Contents as containing all that is in the first, together with
divers other details, but it is actually less full. It omits all mention
of the mill given by Fulk Fleming, the mill race and the right to bring
water from the river. Moylle, the five carucates in Kylcareth wood,

_and all the grants in Kilbixy and Balrothery made by charters of other
‘benefactors and confirmed by Geoffrey de Costentin.  There is no
‘reference to the rules governing the election of the Prior, nor to the
judicial and other liberties of the monastery, while—most important—
Leticia, Geoffrey’s wife, is not named.? Charter II, moreover,
contains nothing that is not in Charter I, except some minor details
relating to properties and persons named in both.  Clearly then,
the second should be the earlier, but the witnesses show that the two
were very little separated in time, for five out of eight persons attesting
the earlier, witnessed also the later document. The mention in both
of lands given by Prior Henry, and of various agreements and charters -
now confirmed by Geoffrey de Costentin, shows that neither is a true
foundation charter. i

With these two charters must be compared the group in Part II
of the Register,® by which Geoffrey de-Costentin presents singly all
but one¢ of the churches named together in his general gift. An
examination of the witnesses to these charters, and ‘a comparison
with those attesting the ‘ foundation ’ charters, removes all suspicion
that either group is a forgery. No two charters are witnessed by
exactly the same group of persons, and in many cases a witness occurs
who is unique. It seems probable that the group of individual grants
in Part II of the Register is the earlier, and that they were replaced,
for convenience, by the comprehensive * foundation ’ charters, which
also superseded a series of charters from other benefactors, mentioned
in Charter no. I, but now, with one exception,® no longer extant.*

- Further support is given to this supposition by the inclusion in the
! foundation charter’ (no. I) of detailed rules for the election of the
" prior. It is rare to find reference to the choice of prior in a document -
of this kind, which is generally concerned only with gifts of land, but
it is still more unusual for the right of free election to be given in such
categoric terms as in this instance. " In the majority of cases careful

1 Part I, nos. I and II. .
3 Geoffrey was married by 1210, ¢f Part I; nos. LXXXVII and LXXXVIII.
_3Part II, nos. I, X, XXXI, XXXIIII, XXXV, XXXVI. '
¢ The exception is Tyrclogher, for which ao separate charter exists.
8 Part I, no. IX. " : ' :
® A rather similar arrangement of gencral and particular grants is found in the
“cartulary of Dunfermline, Registvum de Dunfermelyn (Bannatyne Club, 1842).
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- reservation was made of the rights of the founder as patron, both in.
licensing the election and in confirming the canons’ choice, and where
this is not stated in words it is at least implied. Here Geoffrey de
Costentin seems at first sight to exclude himself from all voice in the
matter, but on closer examination it seems probable that he did not
in fact intend to give the canons as much freedom as the words of his
charter would seem to imply. The provisions for the choice of a
successor to Prior Henry are apparently copied from the charter of.
Simon Bishop of Meath in Part II of the cartulary (No. VIII), and
the insertion of the words “ statui item quod ad patronum pertinet *
which is the only important addition in Geoffrey’s charter, is a clumsy
attempt to adapt the episcopal grant so as to exclude the patronal
rights which the founder would wish to reserve.

Only two charters of Geoffrey de Costentin,Part I nos. LXXXVIII,
XC (1210) can be exactly dated : the latest date for the general or
*foundation ’ charters is 1224, for the group in Part II, probably
1216.  The gift of property in Connaught, made in the ‘general’
charters, cannot be earlier than 1200, when Geoffrey first received lands
there by royal grant,* but there is no evidence that this was the date
of the actual foundation, although it is that which has been generally
accepted and which is given on the title page of the Register.2 Harris
considered the date of foundation was ‘ much earlier ’ than 1200,2 but
the charter of Simon, bishop of Meath (1192-1224) licensing the
building of a church on the site, suggests that the Priory had then
only recently been established* and in any case it is not likely to
have been earlier than 1192, the date at which Kilbixy castle was built.s

"I have therefore taken 1192 as the upper limit for the group of single
grants in Part II. ' : '

Apart from the evidence of the Register, little is known of the history
of Tristernagh before the Dissolution, and even the list of Priors is
far from complete.* Although one or two references in the later
fourteenth' century suggest that Tristernagh had some importance
as an administrative centre,? the encroachments of the Irish must have
stressed the isolated frontier position of the Priory. About 1295
the O’Farells made great advances, the castles of Street and Moydow
were levelled,® and that of Kilbixy may have shared a similar fate.
When Geoffrey de Costentin (4th) did homage for his lands in 1253,

;cf.sp. x above. .
p. aper). The date 1217 given on .2 is clearly wrong, cf. Part I, no.
rxXsvh e g - v e

- 3 Ware, ed. Harris, I, p. 141.. . .

4 Part II, no. VIII. The same charter refers to Ralph Petit, archdeacon
(c.1188-1227) as co-founder with Geofirey de Costentin.

8 Annals Four Masters, 111, 93.

¢ cf. Note A. p. xxiii below. :

? Ivish Rot. Pat. and Cl., p. 86, no. 30 (1374), p. 141, no. 193. (1388).

8 J.R.S.A.I. Sept. 1910: ~Orpen, The mote of Street, p. 219. Amnnals Four
Masters, 111, p. 465. : ; )
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Kenkelly lay waste because of the Irish war,* and in 1323 the escheator:
-a¢counting for lands in Rathescope and :Taghmon in the baronies of!
Moygoish and Corkaree, included in the temporalities of the Bishopric
of Ardagh, was-excused for lands among the Irish, where no one dared
‘distrain. Some fifteen years later no Englishman would live in
'Loughséudy amongst the Irish.? Nevertheless, although the surviving
families of the original benefactors may have become Irish, the Register.
records the continued prosperity of the Priory, and the later evidence.
shows that the Priors were successful in maintaining most of their
property intact until the Dissolution. , :

. Forty -Irish monasteries were dissolved in 1528, but' Tristernagh
belonged to the second and larger group, which survived until 1536.:
Three years later the provision of pensions for the last Prior, Edmund
Nugent, bishop of Kilmore, and for five canons, out of the lands of
‘Templeforan and Kargiston (Ballinacarrig) is recorded.? The five
canons received also the livings of the churches of Rathaspock, Kilbixy,
Tristernagh, Sonnagh and Imper.. The rest of the property, apparently:
in disregard of a petition for the reversion made by Lord Deputy:
Gray in the previous December,* was leased in July, 1539, for 21 years
to Robert Delman or Yans of Dublin for £60. He held the property:
until 1562,5 when the reversion of the lease passed to Captain William:
Piers of Carrickfergus.® o o :

Captain Piers belonged to a Yorkshire family and seems to have
come to Ireland about 1555 when he is recorded as Constable of.
. Carrickfergus.” Later he combined this office with that of seneschal
- of Claneboy,® and for many years played a large part in the defence
and subjugation of the north; including in his exploits the capture of
‘Shane O’Neill, for whose head he received a reward of 1,000 marks.® In
1583 he was granted a life pension on account of his wounds, and
.retired to Tristernagh,? but he lived on to a ripe old age, visiting--
England in 1591 and advising Burghley upon the government of
Ireland from the fruits of his sixty years experience.’* . When he died.
in 1603 Tristernagh' continued in the possession of his son Henry,

*Cal. Doc. 1., 11, p. 22, no. 146.

*R.D.K.I., XLII, p. 58. XLIII, p.21. XLV, p. 52. XLVII, p. 31.

3 Ibid., VII, p. 43, nos. 104, 105,

4Cal. S. P. Iveland, 1509-73, p. 47, no. 60.

®* R.D.K.I., VII, p. 40, no. 79. cf. also VIII, p.. 117, no. 858, and Cal. S. P.
Iveland, 1509-73, p. 114, no. 34. (1551).

* R.D.K.I., XI, p. 82 no. 467, and Irish Pat. and Close R., I, p. 471, no. 99.

? Hill, An Histovical Account of the Macdonnells of Antrim, 1873, p- 144, Irish
Pat. and Close R., 1, p. 354, no. 30 (1555). :

8 Ivish Pat. and Close R., I, p. 531, no. 25 (1569).

®Cal. S.P. Iveland, 1574-85, p. 209, no. 53, ¢t passim.

1 R.D.K.I., XIII, p. 213, no. 4202.

1 Cal. S. P. Irveland, 1588-92, p. 415, no. 60, p. 440, no. 22 (1591).
In 1594 he produced a plan for the subjugation of the mnorth, including the

estaglishmeut of boats on Loughs Foyle and Neagh. ibid., 1592-96, p. 280,
no. 3. i : ‘
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-who married the-daughter of Dr. Jones, protestant.archbishop of
Dublin. Henry became a Catholic, but his father-in-law was successful
in obtaining the fee farm of the property in the interest of his eight
grandchildren.? In-1647 a lease of Tristernagh was granted ‘to Sir
James Dillon,* but he did not hold it for long, and the estate remained
in the possession of the Piers family, until it was sold in the encumbered
estates court in 1850 and dispersed.?

The Pierce property represents the main por'uon of the Prlory
estates, including Tristernagh itself, Kilbixy and the adjoining lands,
- the property in Taghmon and the churches of Tristernagh, Kilbixy,
" Kilmacnevin, - Imper, - Sonnagh, Rathaspock, Staghfernan, Leney,
Lekyn, Killoe and Balrothery. Of these churches Tristernagh,
Leney and Lekyn' were appropriated in 1545 to the newly created
‘ cathedral church of Loughsewdy.* - A small group of lands had rather
“a different history: = in 1590 the property of the Priory in Moybrekry
was held hereditarily by James fitz Christopher Nugent, probably a
descendant- of the last Prior.5 - This estate, together with a ruined
eel weir at Clonleaghe, which had been in the Queen’s hands previously,
“and the wood of Derfadd with the red moor about it, which in 1590
were held by Edmund de la Mare of Street,® was leased in 1594 to
Robert Harrison of Dublin, in lieu of a debt of £411 17s. owed him for
victuals supplied to the forces of the earl of Essex.” By 1623 part
at any rate of this property wasagain in the possession of the Nugent

family.®

Henry Piers in his Chorogmphwal Descrzjbtwn of West M eath (1682) ’

states that of the lands held by the monks ‘ many were sold and
“aliened in their own time, and many were lost at the time of the
“suppression for want of due care or faithful dealings in those that
were at that time by the crown employed ’ but this view is not sup-
ported by the evidence of the Register. Practically all the lands
mentioned -therein can -be traced -at the Dissolution. The land in
Connaught granted by the founder. had disappeared, probably lost
during the Irish encroachments, and there is no mention of the Dublin
messuage near the Hogges. Various churches are not found, but
since these are those least easily identifiable it is probable that they
had fallen into decay before the sixteenth century.. On the whole
the estates descended intact, and the most important parts of the
property remained together until the final alienation in 1850. '

1C{gls S. P. Iveland, 1606-8. - pp. 155 425, nos. 222, 579 1608-10, p.~107,
no

2 Ibid., 1633-47, pp. 709, 731.

3 Hill, Macdonnells of Antrim, p 144, note.

‘RDKI XVIII, p. 147, no. 6797.

:;thd Chanc. Ivelaml I, Westmeath Elizabeth, no. 3.

3

"R.D.K.I., XVI, p. 249, no. 5860, p. 254-5, nos. 5876, 5877 Ivish Pat. and
Close R., 11, 288 91 nos. 59, 60, 63.

8 Ing. Chane. Ireland I, Westmeath, James I no. 45.

* Loc. cit., p. 72.
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The Register of Tristernagh? i is the book into which were copied the
grants to the Priory between the date of its foundation and the early
fourteenth century. The manuscript is a small folio, full calf, with a
tooled eighteenth century binding, the covers of which are stamped
with the arms of the Pierce family. It consists of 24 folios of parch-
ment, size 7X 11} inches, but from the pagination it is clear that there
were originally 26 folios, of which nos. 1 and 24 are now missing.
Folio 1 was probably blank, folio 24 contained charters numbers
XLVIII—LV of Part II, and has been lost since 1726 when a trans-
éript of a large portion of the Cartulary was made and bound up in
this volume. The Cartulary is written in a clear fourteenth century
hand, in two columns between neatly ruled lines, which are now faint.
The initial letters of the documents and some capitals are marked in
red, and a few ornamented heads of poor design occur. Internal
evidence shows that the manuscript must have been written after
13342 and the style of the handwriting makes it improbable that the
date is later than 1400. It is divided into two parts, with separaté
tables of contents, the first containing general grants, the second
charters relating to the appropriated churches. In each case the
arrangement was apparently intended to be by locality, but the system
is not quite uniform. The first part is prefaced by the so-called
‘ foundation’ charters, or general grants of Geoffrey de Costentin,
followed, though not directly; by the full confirmations of his grandson,'
John. The sequence of the following charters should probably be
Kilbixy, Drogheda, Balrothery, Portloman, Corkaree, but it is often
slightly confused. Part II is prefaced by a general statement of the
liberties claimed by the Priory, and groups of charters relating to thé
churches of Balrothery, Kilbixy, Leney, Staghfernan and Sonnagh
are followed by some miscellaneous single grants and by full Papal
and episcopal confirmations.? .

The eighteenth century -transcript, consisting of 113 paper sheets,
which is bound up with the original manuscript, is preceded by the
following statement :

“ A true copy of the foregoing records of the gifts and grants given
‘and made to the Religious house or Monastery of Our Blessed Lady
the Virgin Mary of Tristernagh by 'Sir Geofrey de Constantine,
founder thereof, and by others. Faithfully transcribed and afterwards
translated by Dan. Egan for Sir Henry Piers, Barronett, Anno
Domini, MDCCXVI.’

This transcript lacks a leaf containing the first two entries -of the
second part of the Cartulary, and the translation is also apparently

lost. Judging by the numerous faults in the transcript it must have
been of small value.

1 The Register is now kept in the Cathedral Library at Armagh.”
3 cf. Part I, no. XLIX.

3 folio 26 cqntams various scribblings of late date.
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. The original manuscript belonged at one time to Sir James Ware,
and it was he who gave it to Sir Henry Piers,? to whose daughter his
son Robert was married in 1666.®# Walter Harris refers to the Register
in his additions to Ware’s ‘Bishops’? and the transcript contains
marginal notes in his handwriting. By 1750 the manuscript was in
the possession of Michael Ignatius Dugan.*

- A second, and earlier transcript, which was also among Ware's
manuscripts, is now in the Bodleian library, Oxford (MS. Rawlinson
B 504).® The description in Macray’s Catalogue® reads :.

‘ Codex Chartaceus in folio, ff. 45, sec. XVII. Olim inter codices
Waraei, 15; postea, comitis de Clarendon, 52; denique, ducis
de Chandos, 2434, e cujus bibliotheca emptus fuit a Rawlinson,
pretio 5s6d.’ '

On £2 it is described as ‘ A Coppie of the Register of the Landes,
Tythes and Other Commodities belonging to the Priorie of Tristernagh,
Taken out of the Originall, and Written in the year 1618’ and on {.88
there is the following note: * Written by Christopher Fitzgerald of the
Laragh, Gentleman, at the Request and Direction of Henry Pyers
of Tristernagh, Esquire, in the Yeare 1618.’7

The manuscript does not appear to have been used by other writers
on Irish history. Archdall in his Monasticon,® quotes the foundation
charter (Part I no. I) from Dugdale,® who took it from Ware’s trans-
cript now in the Bodleian. Orpen?® followed Ware and Dugdale, and
refers also to the ‘ Copies of Evidences taken out of the Abbey Book
of Tristernathe,” which is among the ‘miscellaneous copies of records
from various sources’ calendared with the Carew Manuscripts.!?

& The main interest of the Cartulary lies in its close connection with
the account of the sub-infeudation of Meath in the Song of Dermot,
which has justly been called ‘a sort of original Domesday book of

1Cf. note on p. 3 (paper). ’

. #D.N.B. sw. Ware, Sir James. Cf. also Piers Chorog. Descyiption, p. 40,
where he records a catch of fish in Lough Iron, made in the presence of Mr.
Robert Ware and others. ‘ L

3 Vol. I, pp. 250-1.

¢ Folio 2v bears his bookplate. ‘

: 8 There is a copy of this transcript in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin.
Cf.-Abbott. Catalogue, p. 189, no. 1068.

8 Catalogi Codicum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae, V, i. p. 723. There
is also a full description of the MS. in Analecta Hibernica, I, March, 1930. Report
on ltélg Rawlinson collection of MS: in the Bodleian Library, by Charles McNeill,
p. .

7 A note describing the original manuscript and the two transcripts, written in
the beautiful handwriting of Dr. Reeves, librarian at Armagh, 1865-1886, is
attached to the original cartulary. The above account of these manuscripts
is in part based on his note. ~

® Archdall, Monasticon, 1786, p. 729.

® Dugdale Monasticon, 1830, VI, p. 1147.

‘“2(%xipen, History, 11, 89, 128. and J.R.S.4.1. 1910. Orpen, The Mote of Street,
p. .
) 12 Cal. Cavew MSS., V, 400-2, no. 126. These notes include a list of the
Founders and Benefactors * and summaries of charters, Part I, nos. LIX, LX,
LXXII, LXXVIII, LXXIX, LXXXI, LXXXITI, and XCIII. Part II, no. I a.



xviii ' INTRODUCTION

the first Anglo-Norman settlement.’* Nine out of the sixteen families
whose representatives are named in the Song as receiving lands in
Meath, occur as benefactors or witnesses to charters of Tristernagh.®
There are only four references to military service,? but there is a wealth
of topographical evidence relating to the lands held by the first
settlers. The property given to the Priory, with the exception of
small grants in Drogheda and Dublin, and larger ones in Balrothery,
is concentrated in the western part of West Meath, and the borders
of county Longford, in the immediate neighbourhood of Tristernagh.
The evidence of the Cartulary thus supports the conclusion reached by
Orpen, that the Baronies of Kilkenny West, Brawny, Clonlane and
Moate were not included in the early settlement.¢ The actual process
of colonization is illustrated by an agreement between the Prior and
"John de la Mare, who undertakes to erect houses on the land of Kinnard,
which shall be valued at 20 marks at the time of his death.*

The Petits, de la Mares, Tuits, Lacys, Craviles and Flemmings,
who are among the benefactors of the Priory, belong to families
prominent in the early years of the settlement : the names of lesser
persons associated with them have a special interest in tracing the
history of the further sub-infeudation of Meath. There are few Irish
names, but there is an interesting little group of names of Norse
origin, the Sandals, the Blunds, Henry Furter, Turgisius de Cardon
and Ornus the cook, while others recall the English districts from
which the settlers were drawn. The Stokports for example, were a
Cheshire family, whose association with the founder helps to establish
his connection with the Costentin rebel of 1173,% the Russels, and
probably Robert de Demby, came from Demby in Derbyshire, while
Briddeshalle is in the Staffordshire parish of Tatenhill.?

The evidence relating to the system of administration introduced
by the settlers is important. The general charter of Geoffrey de
Costentin® simply confirms the right of the Canons to hold a free court
for their tenants, but the extent of seignorial jurisdiction is illustrated
by two other documents. One, which occurs also in the Gormanston
register and in the Cartulary of St. Mary’s, Dublin, concerns the
liberties granted by Geoffrey de Geneville to the magnates of Meath,*
the other, the rights claimed by the Prior of Tristernagh by virtue of

! Orpen, Song of Dermot, p. 303.

?i.e., Tyrell, Petit, Tuit, Lacy, Costentin, Feipo, Dullard, Cravile and Fleming.

2 Part I, no. III. Part IT, nos. XVIII (cf. XX), XXXVII, LI

4 Orpen, History, 11, 90. .

8 Part I, no. LXX. . ’ :

®cf. p. ix above. The history of the Stokport family in.England is traced .in
Ormerod’s Cheshive, 111, p. 788 sq.

7 Cf. Shaw, History of Staffordshive, 1798-1807, I, 107.

8 Part I, no. 1.

® Part I, no. LX. There is also a copy in British Museum, MS. Cotton, Titus
B.XI. { 187,



INTRODUCTION Xix

that grant.? There is one reference to the Hundred Court of Drogheda,®
and an interesting document containing the articles of enquiry by
the sheriff when holding his Tourn.®* From these articles it is clear
that the Hundredal organisation was introduced in Ireland, as in
Wales, shorn of its association with the frankpledge system, which was
its original raison d’etre in England.¢ Meath was included in the
shrievalty of Dublin until 1297, when independent sheriffs were

appointed for Ulster, Meath and Kildare.® The county court was set
up at Kells, and the sheriff had jurisdiction in case of default over
cases arising within the liberty of Trim. The charter of Geoffrey
de Geneville, however, shows that Trim had already its own sheriff
about 1266, who, like his English prototype, held a tourn twice a year
in the courts of the liberty which were in the hands of private lords.*
The articles given in the Tristernagh register clearly relate to the
Tourn of the sheriff appointed by the Lord of the Liberty, for they are
directed towards checking encroachments on the Geneville rights,?.
rather than to protecting the royal interest. ~Apart from this difference
of orientation, and the absence of all mention of the business of the
"View of Frankpledge, the articles given in this document are very
similar to the various versions in English sources.® About half of
them are found in the same, or similar form in the statute of Wales.?
" Of the others, the only one which is at all unusual is that concerning
cases other than matrimonial and testamentary causes tried in
" ecclesiastical courts, which is of interest in connection with the many
complaints ‘made by the Irish church in the thirteenth century of
interference in their courts by the justiciar and his officers.r® The’
dispute is again referred to indirectly in the general confirmation of
John de Costentin who renounces for himself and his heirs, all privileges
of law both canon and civil ‘especially the royal prohibition’ and all
other remedies which could be of advantage to him and in any way
prejudicial to the Prior and convent.'* The reference here is to the’

! Part II, p. 81.

2 Part I, no. XXVI.

3 Part I, no. XXXV.

4 The only form of suretyship found in Ireland was mainprise. cf. Morris
Frankpledge System, 1910, p. 43.

8 Early Statutes, p. 197-9.

'8 cf. Ibid., p. 465. Statutes of Kilkenny, 40 Ed. I1I, in which it is decreed that
sheriffs of franchises shall take nothing from the people for executing their Turns,
El}gshall consider themselves paid by what they receive from the Lord of the

1berty.

? For the liberties conferred upon Geoffrey de Geneville see Cal. Doc. I., 11,
p. 342. no. 1666, and Wood, Muniments of Edmund de Mortimer (Proc. R. I
Academy, XL. 1931-2), p. 314-6. .

8 cf. Hearnshaw, Leet Jurisdiction in England, 1908, p. 43, sq.

14bid., p. 46 (1284). )

1 cf. Seymour, The Medieval church of Ireland (Phillips, History of the Churck
of I reland, 1934, vol. II) pp. 90-1, and references there given, also Early Statutes
Articles of the Clergy, p. 179 sq. (19 Ed. I). o :

2 Part I, no. VI, p. 11.
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.writ of prohlbltlon in theory reserved to the king, directed to eccle-
iastical judges to stay the hearing of causes alleged to belong to lay
courts. The judgement in the case of the ‘ Hibernico de Dundire ’
of which John Tyrel agrees not to take advantage, has not been
explamed 3 .
Apart from these references, Part IT of the Register is the most
interesting from the point of view of the ecclesiastical history of
Ireland. The grants of churches for impropriation are extraordinarily
lavish, and may perhaps be explained in some measure by the part
the house had to play in the work of colonization as an outpost on the
frontier of the Norman settlement. A monastic foundation in such
a position served, like a castle, as a centre of political influence, and
the Austin Canons were an order especially suited for such work, since
the primary object was not so much a claustral life, as the direction
and stimulation of the pastoral work of the parish priest.? Attention
may be drawn in this connection to the letter of Bishop Brandan,
in which it is said that the church of Rathascop may be served either
by a suitable- chaplain, or by one of the canons themselves.t In
this, as in other cases, the Priory seems to have been granted the
- reversion on the death or resignation of the existing parson.*
. Most of the impropriated churches were in the diocese of Meath,
‘which included practically all West Meath with the exception of the
part of Moygoish Barony which lies north west of the Inny, and which
was in Ardagh. In two cases, however, the relations between the
bishoprics is not clear, and an overlapping of rights and territories
is suggested, which is worth examining in more detail. The churches
involved are those of Staghfernan, apparently at first in Ardagh, and
of Leney in the diocese of Meath. Of these, Staghfernan, originally
held by Roger de Ledywch, was confirmed to his son Adam by Robert,
Bishop of Ardagh (1217-24) on the occasion of Adam’s grant of the
church to Tristernagh.® Later, probably about 1224, towards the
end of his life, Bishop Robert, by agreement with Kilbixy, exchanged
the advowson of Staghfernan for that of Croshein, which was nearer
to his see, and confirmed this arrangement by charter.” The Register
contains yet another charter from Bishop Robert, which adds nothing
to the last, and appears redundant.® Moreover, the dating of it is
difficult : the witnesses are connected with the diocese of Meath,
rather than with Ardagh, and all three of them are found actually

! Early Statules, p. 185. (19 Ed. I). Complaint that the officers of hbertxes
are wont to usurp and appropriate the writ of prohibition to their lords.

2 Part I, no. LXV.

s cf. Bruton Cartulary (Somerset Record Soc. 1894), p. xxvi.

¢ Part II, no. XLVIII.

8 Part II, no. XLIX.
"8 Part II, nos, XXIII, XXII.

? Part II, nos. XXV, XXVI.

¢ Part II, no. XXIIII.
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witnessing a charter of Richard de la Corner, Bishop of Meath (1231-50),

which is in the Register.! Some confusion between the two ‘bishops

on the part of a copyist would seem possible, but in this case it is not
clear hiow the interests of both dioceses were involved.

A rather similar difficulty arises in the case of the group of charters
referring to the church of Leney. Leney came to Roger de Ledwich
by agreement with the Gros family,? and was granted by him to
Tristernagh, with the confirmation of Simon, bishop of Meath about
1220.> Adam de Ledwych confirmed this gift at about the time that
he gave Staghfernan to the Priory,¢and at his request this gift was also
confirmed by Richard de la Corner, Bishop of Meath (1231-50).5 The
difficult charter of this series is a confirmation by Robert, Bishop of
Ardagh,® which from the witnesses, was apparently granted at the
same time, (c.1224) as that by which he gave the Priory the advowson
of Staghfernan.” Harris noticed as curious the confirmations by the
bishops of both Ardagh and Meath, and suggested that there must
either have been some dispute, or that they had alternate rights of
patronage over Leney.® There is no evidence that this was the ca.se
but if the charter is genuine, it seems the only solution.

Among other points of interest relating to the ecclesiastical and -
monastic history of Ireland, must be mentioned the grant to the
Priory by Simon, Bishop of Meath, of a free cemetery.?  The impor-
- tance of a grant of this kind is-illustrated by the dispute between the
Friars Minor of Trim and - the Friars Preacher of Mullingar for the
body of Rosina de Verdun, in which the Prior of Tristernagh was an
arbitrator in 1318.2¢ The interests of the Parish churc':l} were safe-
guarded in Simon’s grant, as in the licences for the erection of chapels
on the estates of the neighbouring lords. There is evidence of private
activity in chapel building by the families of Dardis, Gros, Flemming
and Burnel.* The only instance of a corrody is that granted to
Walkelinus Flemming in return for his gift of Portargyl in Balrothery.!s

Some evidence of the changes of organisation introduced in the
church by the Norman bishops is found in the Cartulary, but it is not
new. The dean of Mullingar, who is not one of the five named in the
decree of Simon, Bishop of Meath in 1216, occurs as a witness to a
charter dated before 1224,'* and the archdeacon of Kells, representing
the ancient see, which had retained-a blshop as late as 1202,'* occurs
about 1235 15

! Part II, no. XXVIIIL 2 Part I, no. XCIV.

3 Part II, nos. XVIII, XX. 8 Part II, nos. XIX and XXII.
8 Part I, no. XV. ¢ Part II, no. XVI.

T Part 1I,'no. XXVI. = . 8 Ware, ed. Harris, 1. p. 142-3.
? Part II, no. VIII. 10 Cal. Pap. Let., 11, 171.

11 Part I, nos. XV, XVI. Part II, nos. XXI, XXVIT.

13 Part I no. LXXXIX. 13 Part I, no. II.

W Healy, Hist. Diocese of Meath, 1, p. 78.
8 Part I, no. LXXI. cf. Seymour The Medieval Church of -Iveland, loc. cit.,
PP. 84-5, for a discussion of the establishment of archdeacons in Ireland.
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The exact dating of the charters in the Register is difficult, and in
some cases impossible. A very few state the year of the grant, and
others can be dated from these, or by.internal evidence. In most
cases the names of the grantor and witnesses provide the only guide,
and of these the dates of few except ecclesiastics and members of the
founder’s family are known with any certainty. It is not easy to
avoid confusion between sons bearing the same name as their father
or grandfather, and between cadet branches using the same names as:
the heads of their houses. It is for example tempting to identify the
John Tyrel of the Cartulary with the John Tyrel whose death is
recorded in the Annals in 1248,* but while this date would fit some of
the charters, it is too early for those in which he is associated with
John de Costentin (born 1235). Unless therefore there is good reason
to identify persons-in the Tristernagh register with those who occur
in other cartularies, or whose activities are recorded in the historical
sources, it has seemed safer to discount such evidence. Some docu-
ments are left undated, but where it is possible to assign a grant to
one half century rather than to another, it seemed worth while to give
this indication in spite of its vagueness. The historical footnotes
attached to the charters are directed mainly to ‘the identification of
the persons named; the topographical identifications, where dis-
coverable, have been included in the Index of Places.

In transcribing the manuscript the spelling and punctuation of-
the original text have been followed exactly, but contractions have been
expanded.

The text of the Cartulary has been collated with that of the

_ Rawhnson transcript (Bodley MS. Rawlinson B504).2  The transcript.
is consistent in its spelling of Kilbisky and of certain other proper
names, and it shows certain variants throughout, such as the use of

“ etiam "’ where the MS. has * item " and ““ in propriam elemosinam "’
where it has ““in puram elemosinam.” The transcript made by Dan
Egan has not been collated in {ull, as it appears to be an inferior copy,
but it has been used to supply the missing documents from the lost
folio 25 of the Cartulary. - The notes, in Ware’s handwriting, made
upon the margin of the Cartulary itself, have been mentioned in the
footnotes to the charters in which they occur. Editorial emendations
to the text are enclosed in round brackets. Where the Rawlinson
Transcript can supply a word, or part of a word, missing from the

- MS,, its reading has been incorporated in the text, and the words
incorporated have been enclosed in square brackets.
The editors have not printed the table of contents at the begmmng

of the volume, but have used the titles given in the MS. as headings
for the charters.

} Annals Four Masters, 111, 331,
? Iutroduction p. xvii.
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NOTE A.

PRIORS OF TRISTERNAGH

- PRIOR

Henry

Rlchard de Hamme
Thomas

William de Clastonia
Richard

Richard de Sonnagh
Richard Comyn
William

John Hacket
Richard

A..de C...
Richard de Drogheda

John Hill
Richard Rowe

Richard Hill
William Warynge

John Warynge

Walter Noulla
Geoffrey de la Mare

Simon Nugent
William O‘Faelain
.Richard Tuit

‘Maurice Dalton
Edmund Nugent,
Bishop of Kilmore

Occurs

Before 1224
Before 1235
1248

1262

1273/4

1281

?

1286-? 1291

1296/7
Feb. 1318

? 1318
1364

1387

c.1401-1411

1411
141223

1427

REFERENCE

Trist. Reg.

Trist. Reg.

Trist. Reg.

Trist. Reg.

Trist. Reg.

Trist. Reg.

Trist:. Reg.?

Cal. Doc. I., 111, pp. 95,
151, 401.*

Trist. Reg.

Cal. Orm. Deeds, I,
p- 221, no. 532.

Trist. Reg 3

Archdall, p. 729, from
King’s Collecteana.

Irish Rot. Pat. and Cl.,
p- 135, no. 152.

Cal. Pap. Let., V, 348.
Annates, p. 834

ibid.

Archdall, p. 729, from
King’s Collecteana.
Irish Rot. Pat. and Cl.,
p. 227, no. 38.

John Swaynes Register.
ed. Chart, 1935, p. 51.

¢.1439, deposed 1449 Amnnates, p. 98.

1449—1467/68
(attainted of treason)

d. before 1483
1483
1485-1502/3

1492

Annates, p. 98.  Statute
Rolls, Ireland, Edward
IV. ed. Berry, 1914,
p. 605.

Amnnates, p. 72.

Annates, p. 72.

Archdall, p. 730, from
King.  Ing. Chanc.
Ireland, I, Westmeath,
Elizabeth, no. 3.

Annates, p. 77.

c. 1530, resigned 1539. Annates, p. 258.

1 The date of Richard Comyn isuncertain, cf. PartI,no. LXIII belowp.56 notee.
It seems possible that Richard, Richard de Sonnagh and Richard Comyn

may be the same person.

1He is only referred to by name in 1286, p. 95, but the other references may

relate to the same prior.

3The date of A. de C. is uncertain, cf. Part1I, nos. LVIII——LXandnoter,p 126
below. King’s Collecteana, quoted by Archdall, p. 729, gives an Adam as Prior

in 1280.

¢ Richard Hill's death is not recorded until c. 1439 (cf. Annates, p. 98).
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ERRATA.

p- 48. For Dominus read Domino.

p- 110. note a. should read Slewyn is the only addition to the list of
churches granted by the Bull of 1219 (cf. Part I, no XLI),
which suggests that the gift of the church of Slewyn to
Kilbixy by Roger de Ledwych (Part II, no XVIII) should
be dated between the two Bulls, i.e. in 1220.

p- 112. For sigullum read sigillum.

pp. 127, 128, 130. For R. Blackwater read ‘* Black River.”
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LITERA I.

Magna Carta G. de Costentin super fundacione domus de
Tristernagh cum terris ecclesiis et libertatibus diversis.

Hic incipiunt munimenta® temporalium de Tristernagh. Sciant
presentes et futuri quod ego Galfridus de Costentin?® * dedi et
concessi et hac presenti carta mea confirmavi Deo et domui
quam ego, Deo auctore, fundavi in territorio de Kylbixi,* in
honore beate virginis Marie et canonicis ibidem Deo in regulari
habitu ministrantibus, pro salute anime mee et patris mei
et matris mee et uxoris mee Leticie et omnium antecessorum
et heredum meorum, terras, ecclesias, et libertates subscriptas,
videlicet :—locum in quo domus sita est, qui vocatur Tristernagh,
cum quatuor carucatis* terre adiacentibus per divisas que illis
sunt divise et perambulate; et insulas de lacu qui vocatur
Loghyern,* que subiacent domui®, et de eodem lacu quicquid
ad me dinoscitur pertinere; apud Kylbixi® totam terram a
calciata per quam itur ab ecclesia ad castellum, et a capite
eiusdem calciate per viam in valle usque ad situm molendini ;
et eiusdem molendini situm et stagnum ; et sic per stagnum
molendini et ductum aque usque ad divisas terre quam dedi
Agneti uxori Thurstani,c €t sic per divisas terre eiusdem
usque ad crucem sancti-Columbe? in magno itinere; et sic per
magnum iter usque ad domum que fuit veteris capellani
Hibernici. Concessi item et confirmavi predictis canonicis
meis ut ipsi quandocumque placuerit predictum molendinum ¢
eiusdem molendini stagnum valeant mundare,” meliorare et

! munumenta. Rawl. ?Constantine. ‘Rawl.. 3 Kilbisky. Rawl.
4 carrucatis. Rawl. 5 Loghern. Rawl.
Set added by Rawl. 7inundare. Egan’s transcript.

~—

& Geoffrey de Costentin, the founder, c. 1181-1232/3. ,

® Tristernagh and Watchman’s Isles, O.S. Sheet 11.

¢ Thurstan de Sandal, cf. Part I, no. II.

4 Columcille was traditionally associated with Meath, cf. his song, Hyde,
The Three Sorvows of Story-Telling, 1895, p. 142. The cross may have
stood at Templecross, near the modern gates to Tristernagh Demesne,
where there is a ruined fifteenth century chapel on an old site. There is the socket
of a cross in the graveyard. cf. Walsh, op. cit., pp. 38-9.

1
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largius facere et ut nemo aquam inde valeat avertere; in
Cunemek® duas carucatas terre propinquiores lacui de,
Loghyerne,* inter aquam que dicitur Ethen® et aquam que
detransit de loch Muethen,® et super eamdem aquam situm
unius molendini et duas piscarias que vocantur Dufcar et
Carnegyll.¢ Concessi item iam dictis-canonicis meis ut aquam
que vocatur Moylle. per terram meam valeant conducere
usque ad domum suam ubicunque voluerint per largem et
sufficientem canalem, sine alicuius contradlctlone aut vexacione;
in Balyrothry unum toftum et in campo eiusdem ville totam
terram que fuit Radulphi carpentarii; apud Dubliniam ex®-
muros civitatis iuxta Hogges® unum mesuagium, sicut illis
est divisum et assignatum; in Conaciac’ decem carucatas
terre de terra mea cum omnibus pertinentiis suis- in.loco.
eis ydoneo et magxs competentl Dedi item® et confirmavi
predictis canonicis meis quo ad patronum pertinet,. ecclesias
de Kylbixi, de Ballyrothry, deTyrcloghy,” de Rathewyn,®
de Glyn, de Crosheyn,  de Kylloe cum earum. pertinentiis.
Dedi item eis et confirmavi dimidiam carucatam terre que fuit
Awardl et dimidiam carucatam terre que fuit Henrici prioris,

et dimidiam carucatam terre que fuit Roberti Moyson, et
dimidiam carucatam terre que fuit uxoris Thurstani, et totam
terram que fuit Aluredi vigilis et aliorum que est, scilicet,

inter pontem qui est in valle iuxta crucem sancti Columbe et
domum eorumdem canonicorum, pro. qu1bus omnibus dedi
predictis, scilicet, Awardo, Henrico priori et heredibus Roberti
Moyson et Agneti uxoris Thurstani et Aluredo vigili et aliis
pro voluntate sua escambium.® Dedi item!® eis et confirmavi
v carucatas de bosco meo, videlicet, Kylkareth,** cum quinque
carucatis de proximo adiacentibus. Dedi item eis et concessi
et confirmavi communam ubicunque in omnibus boscis meis
dominicis ad omnia averia sua, et ad omnes porcos suos cum
libertate pannagii, et ad omnia edificia sua et ad omnia usibus
suis necessaria. Concessi item et confirmavi iam dictis

! Cunemeeks. Rawl. 2 Ethew. Rawl.

3 Mueghen. Rawl. Ware has the note dicitur de loghmueghen.

¢ Dufchara et Carangilly. Rawl. and Ware. 8 extra (recte) Rawl.
Setiam. Rawl." 7 Tyrcloghir. Rawl. 8 Rathwin. Rawl.
9excambium. Rawl. .19etiam. Rawl. 1! Kilcareth. Rawl.

8 Walter de Lacy granted Geoffrey de Costentin fifteen knights fees in the
Conmacne (c.1194—1210). Cf. Ware, ed. Harris, 11, p. 193.

b The great mound known as the Hogges stood till 1685 outside the walls. of
Dublin near the church of St. Andrew.. The pame is a corruption of the Scan-
dinavian Haugr, a mound, and records the meeting place of the Thing of the
Ostmen of Dublin. cf. Orpen Song of Dermot, pp. 291-2, and E.H.R. 1907,
Orpen, Motes and Norman Castles, pp. 231, 461-2.

¢ Geoffrey de Costentin was granted lands in Connaught in 1200 Cal. Doc. I.,
I, p. 22, no. 137. cf. Introduction p: X
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