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INTRODUCTION

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF IRELAND in 1922
resulted in the loss of almost all of the medieval records stored there.
Fortunately, as a result of the practice of auditing the Irish treasurers” ac-
counts at the English exchequer, many of the Irish financial records which
were produced for the audit, together with the accounts enrolled there,
have survived and are now in the Public Record Office, London.! These
give us a very detailed picture of the Irish receipts and issues during the
late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, and a less detailed one for the
first half of the fifteenth century. The present work consists of a calendar
of the payments made by the Irish exchequer between 1270 and 1446, as
recorded on the Irish issue rolls and on the Irish treasurers’ accounts en-
rolled on the English pipe and foreign rolls.?

THE AUDIT AND ITS RECORDS

The practice of auditing the Irish treasurers’ accounts at the English ex-
chequer was laid down in the parliament held at Westminster at Easter
1293.> Previously, the accounts had been audited in Ireland by specially
appointed auditors, but the financial malpractices of two successive treas-
urers, Stephen de Fulbourne (1274-85) and Nicholas de Clere (1285-91)
led to an awareness of the need for greater administrative control over the
Irish treasurer, and the institution of the audit at Westminster. Originally’
this was intended to be done annually, but this ideal was quickly aban-
doned.* William de Estdene accounted in 1294, but did not account
again until 1299. Until the middle of the fourteenth century, the practice

! The issue rolls, journals, writs and acquittances form part of the class Exchequer: Accounts Various and are
listed in the Public Record Office’s List of various accounts (Lists and Indexes no. 35) pp 152-60; the Irish
accounts enrolled on the pipe, chancellor’s and foreign rolls are listed in the List of foreign accounts (Lists and
Indexes no. 11) pp 51-2. Richardson and Sayles, Admin. Ire. contains lists of receipt and issue rolls and
enrolled accounts to 1377, as well as a discussion of the audit procedure.

?Two rolls destroyed in the Public Record Office of Ireland fire in 1922 were printed in record type in the
Second Report of the Irish Record Commission in 1812. They have been included in the present calendar as no
corresponding rolls survive in the Public Record Office in London (nos. 16 and A8 below).

3 ‘Dominus rex vult et precepit quod de cetero singulis annis semel in anno compotus Wasconie et Hibernie
per constabularium Burdegal’ et thesaurarium Hibernie reddantur ad scaccarium Anglie et ibidem audiantur
per thesaurarium et barones suos etc.” (Rot. Parl. i, p. 98 no. 11)

4 There may have been an attempt to revive it in 1421, when William Tynbegh's appointment as treasurer
stipulated that he was to account annually at the English exchequer (Cal. pat. rolls, 1416-22, p. 398) but
there is no indication that he was ever called upon to do so. An act of the Irish parliament passed in 1495
called for the treasurer to make an annual declaration of his account in Ireland and for the audit to be
completed in England (Statutes at Large, i, p. 42).
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was for a treasurer to account every three years or so, or for his full term of
office if that was shorter. The practice of annual accounts was revived in
the 1350s, but from 1360 on, accounts covering the whole period of of-
fice became the norm.

The ordinance for the reform of the Irish exchequer made in 1292 pro-
vided for two chamberlains in the lower exchequer, or exchequer of re-
ceipt, who together with the treasurer: clerk there would keep independ-
ent sets of records, itemising payments into and out of the exchequer.'
These records were intended as a check on each other. When a treasurer
was summoned to Westminster to account, he was ordered to bring with
him his rolls of receipts and payments, together with the writs authorising
payment and the letters of acquittance from the recipients acknowledging
that they had received the money. At the same time the Irish exchequer
received an order to send over one of the chamberlains with his set of rolls
of receipts and payments, in order to charge the treasurer on his account.
When the audit was completed, the account was enrolled on the English
pipe roll, or from the 1360s onwards, the foreign roll.> The treasurer’s
rolls, writs and acquittances were retained in the English exchequer.® Originally
the chamberlain’s rolls were returned to Dublin to be kept in the treasury
there, but from 1305 onwards, they too were retained at Westminster.*

Both receipts and issues were recorded chronologically on rolls known
as journals, because the details were entered day by day, with totals for
each day, week and term. The receipt rolls were sent over for the audit in
this form, without any attempt to group entries by category. In the case
of the issue rolls, however, another set of rolls and counter-rolls was com-
piled on a thematic basis, so that instead of lists of sums paid out each
day, the auditors had a record of payments made under different head-
ings, such as fees of officials, wages of war, gifts and rewards and so on,
each entry being annotated with the number of writs and acquittances

! The text of this ordinance was written into the Red Book of the English exchequer and is printed in
Hubert Hall (ed.), The Red Book of the Exchequer (Rolls Series, 1896) iii, p. 975; this version is calendared in
Cal. doc. Ire., 1293-1301, no. 36. The version of the ordinance in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, MS
37 is printed by Mary Bateson in E.H.R. xviii (1903) pp 512-3.

? A copy of the account was also enrolled on the chancellor’s roll (E 352), but the text frequently contains
corrupt renderings of personal and place names, and errors in dates and amounts of money.

3 The process of audit is recorded on the English memoranda rolls (PRO, E 159 and E 368), and is reflected
in marginal notes on issue rolls relating to queried or disallowed payments. See Philomena Connolly, ‘List
of Irish entries on the memoranda rolls of the English exchequer, 1307-27", Anal. Hib. 36 (1995), pp 165—
218 for entries relating to the accounts of Richard de Bereford, Alexander de Bicknor, Walter de Islip and
John de Cogan. The investigation of allegations of corruption and maladministration made against the
treasurer John de Burnham, as recorded on the English memoranda rolls, is examined in Philomena
Connolly, “The proceedings against John de Burnham, treasurer of Ireland, 1343-49’, in T.B. Barry, Robin
Frame and Katharine Simms (eds.), Colony and frontier in medieval Ireland: essays presented to ].F. Lydon
(1995), pp 57-74.

4 See the heading of the enrolled account of William de Estdene (E 372/144 m. 28).
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relating to it.! This obviously made it much easier for the auditors to
check that every payment was properly documented. The usual heading
of such rolls was ‘roll of issues, payments and expenses’, but it was some-
times referred to as a compotus or as a compilation roll of issues. Up to the
1420s, the journals of issues were left behind at Dublin, and played no
part in the audit procedure. They seem to have been regarded as the per-
sonal property of the treasurer or chamberlain, rather than as archives of
the Dublin exchequer.? In the fifteenth century, the journals of issues, as
well as the issue rolls, were produced for the audit.’?

ACCOUNTABILITY AT THE ENGLISH EXCHEQUER

The records for the period 1294-1446 printed here result from the ac-
counting procedure established in 1292-3. Those relating to the treasurerships
of Hugh de Taghmon, bishop of Meath, Stephen de Fulbourne and Nicholas
de Clere ended up among the English exchequer records for different rea-
sons.? The account of Hugh de Taghmon (1270-72) was audited in Ire-
land, but was used as evidence in a dispute relating to the audit of the
account of James de Audeley, the former justiciar. Fulbourne’s first ac-
count, covering the years 1274-8, was also audited in Ireland, as was his
second account up to 1284. It was only because of the discrepancies found
by the auditors and their suspicions as to his financial probity that the
matter was referred to the English exchequer in 1285, and the accounts
for the whole period of his treasurership were examined there. Nicholas
de Clere’s accounts for 1285-92 were audited at Westminster, again be-
cause of allegations made against him, but this was before the establish-
ment of the system of checks and balances, rolls and counter-rolls, laid
down in the 1292 ordinance.’

The auditing of Irish accounts at Westminster seems to have been aban-
doned in the middle of the fifteenth century. The last Irish treasurer’s
account to be enrolled in the English exchequer was that of Giles Thorndon

ending in April 1446 (no. 120 below). In March 1447 Thorndon was

! The issue rolls were compiled from the writs and acquittances and frequently contain details of the reason
for making a payment; such details were omitted in the journals which were much more concise in form.

% In 1326 Walter de Islip, the former treasurer, claimed that the journals were ‘not of record’ and that it was
customary for the treasurer and chamberlains to remove them from the exchequer and do as they liked with
them (E 159/102 m. 94).

? See for example nos 103 and 108 below. The transcript of the journal of payments of Richard Walsh,
chamberlain of the Dublin exchequer, for the period Easter term 1374 — Easter term 1376 (PRO, E 101/
245/7) was sent to England as part of an investigation into the conduct of William of Windsor, the chief
governor, not as part of the audit process.

4 A transcript of the treasurer’s account of Geoffrey de Turville (1250-51), which was audited in Ireland, is
printed in J.E Lydon, ‘Three exchequer documents from the reign of Henry the Third’, R.LA. Proc. 65 C
(1966) pp 19-20. For most of the thirteenth century the justiciar’s account was more important than that
of the treasurer (see Richardson and Sayles, Admin. Ire., pp 48-52).

> For the events surrounding the accounts of Hugh de Taghmon, Stephen de Fulbourne and Nicholas de
Clere, see Richardson and Sayles, Admin. Ire., pp 5051, 53-6.
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summoned to account for his receipts and issues since Easter 1446. The
audit was commenced in Trinity term 1449, but was then postponed sev-
eral times and still remained unfinished in October 1452." Thorndon’s
successor as treasurer was Roland fitz Eustace, appointed on 22 or 23 May
1454 and replaced on 15 June 1492. Fitz Eustace appears never to have
accounted as treasurer. In the Irish parliament of 1493 it was stated that
he ‘was treasurer of the said land for ihe space of forty years and more and
has never accounted in the time that he had the said office, but has always
expended and converted the revenues of this land to his own private profit
and use’.? He was ordered to account before the barons of the Irish ex-
chequer on 13 October 1493, but apparently had not done so by the time
of his death in 1496.°

SURVIVAL OF THE RECORDS

The records relating to the process of audit have survived to differing ex-
tents. In the fourteenth century, one would expect to find treasurers’ and
chamberlains’ rolls of receipts and payments, files of writs of liberate and
acquittances, and finally the audited account enrolled on the pipe or for-
eign roll. This is not always the case. Some treasurers were exempted
from accounting at Westminster; with others, the account was never com-
pleted, for one reason or another, and there is no enrolled account.* Over
the years, rolls, writs and acquittances that we know were produced at the
English exchequer have gone missing. In the fifteenth century, additional
records were produced for the audit — journals of payments in addition to
the issue rolls, and controlment rolls, containing transcripts of writs of
liberate, in addition to the writs themselves.® The survival rate is worse in
the fifteenth century, and consequently the amount of detailed informa-
tion available is much less. This is compounded by the fact that from

1376 onwards, the form of the enrolled account changed and it became
less detailed.¢

' PRO, E 368/221 m. 109d. (I owe this reference to Dr Elizabeth Matthew). For Thorndon’s career after
1446 see E.A.E. Matthew, ‘“The Governing of the Lancastrian lordship of Ireland in the time of James
Butler, fourth earl of Ormond, ¢.1420-1452’ (Ph.D. thesis, University of Durham, 1994), pp 403-4

2NAI RC 7/13.

3 For fitz Eustace see Steven G. Ellis, Reform and Revival: English government in Ireland, 1470-1534 (Royal
Historical Society, 1986), pp 95, 222. ’

* Details of these gaps in the series of accounts are given in the text under the relevant treasurers. For the
accountability of treasurers during the reign of Richard II see Dorothy Johnston, ‘Chief governors and
treasurers of Ireland in the reign of Richard IT’, in T.B. Barry, Robin Frame and Katharine Simms (eds.),
Colony and frontier in medieval Ireland: essays presented to J.E Lydon (1995), pp 97-115.

* The headings of the various fifteenth century enrolled accounts make it clear that the journals were not sub-
stituted for the issue rolls, but were an additional source of information. An example of a chamberlain’s controlment
roll for 20 Henry VI is calendared among the chancery rolls in Roz. pat. Hib., pp 263-5. It may have been
returned to Ireland after the audit as there are no such rolls among the records of the English exchequer.

¢ See below pp. 6-7.
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The surviving records held in the Public Record Office in London can-
not be supplemented by the records of the Irish exchequer. The rolls kept
in the Dublin exchequer, both the rolls of the second chamberlain and all
rolls relating to periods when the Irish treasurer did not account at West-
minster, had for the most part disappeared before the beginning of the
nineteenth century. At the time of the destruction of the Public Record
Office of Ireland, there were only seven receipt rolls and five issue rolls for
the medieval period stored there.!

FORMAT OF THE ISSUE ROLLS

The only issue rolls which we have for the period before 1292 are those of
Stephen de Fulbourne. These are arranged by term, and though no dates
are given, it is clear from internal evidence that they are in journal format
and record the payments in chronological order. The first new-style issue
roll, with payments arranged by subject, is that for Trinity term 1292.
From then until 1308 annual rolls were compiled, beginning at Michaelmas,
and divided into the four exchequer terms, Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter
and Trinity. Within each term, payments were entered under marginal
subject headings, and the total of payments was given for each term, half-
year and year.” Between 1314 and 1333, the annual rolls are divided into
two sections, with the payments for Michaelmas and Hilary terms, and
Easter and Trinity terms amalgamated. From 1333 to 1339, the rolls were
still compiled on an annual basis, but without divisions by term or half-
year, and from 1339 onwards, there was one issue roll covering the whole
period of the treasurer’s account.

Although the precise wording of the subject headings may vary slightly
from roll to roll, the order of the sections remains essentially the same,
and most headings recur on a regular basis. The roll begins with pay-
ments of fees to the justiciar, chancellor, justices and officers of the courts,
and constables of castles. These are followed by ‘the king’s works’ record-
ing payments for the building and repair of castles and other royal build-
ings, and ‘the king’s wages™ listing payments to the clerk of wages and
others for individual military expeditions.> The section headed ‘gifts and
grants’, ‘the king’s gifts and rewards’ or similar wording, contains miscel-
laneous payments made for a variety of reasons — messengers going to
England, compensation for losses or money spent in local defence, pay-

! Herbert Wood, A guide to the records deposited in the Public Record Office of Ireland (Dublin, 1919), p. 140.
Wood lists four issue rolls; the portion of an issue roll for c. 1473 printed below (A8) was then classified as a
miscellaneous roll.

?The rolls for the treasurership of Alexander de Bicknor (1308-14) are annual, with no divisions by term,
but there is some evidence that these were compiled retrospectively.

? These contain few details, but can be supplemented from other sources. Both the clerk of wages and the
clerk of works had to account at the Dublin exchequer for money received there, and their accounts are
recorded on the Irish pipe rolls. In addition, transcripts of writs of allocate, giving details of how they had
actually spent the money, are frequently enrolled on the Irish memoranda rolls.
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ments to Irish chiefs and so on — and the number of payments made un-
der this heading increases in the fourteenth century. The regular payment
of royal alms to St Thomas’s abbey, Dublin, and to religious orders — ini-
tially to the Franciscans and Dominicans, but later also to the Augustin-
ian and Carmelite friars — is recorded. The final section of the roll con-
sists of fees paid to exchequer officials and expenditure on parchment and
other necessary items for the exchequer. In addition to these sections
which appear on a regular basis, there are headings in some rolls relating
to purveyance and wages for the Scottish wars, fees for individuals re-
tained as members of the king’s council in Ireland, rent of houses for the
exchequer and common bench, the restoration of lands and revenues in
the king’s hands and other payments.

FORMAT OF THE ENROLLED ACCOUNTS

The Irish treasurers accounts were enrolled at first on the pipe rolls, and
from the 1360s onwards, on the foreign rolls of the English exchequer. At
first, the change from one series of rolls to the other made little difference
to the format of the accounts, but from 1376 onwards, the accounts on
the foreign rolls became more summary in nature.! The earlier enrolled
accounts are similar to the issue rolls, in that issues are recorded by sub-
ject, although the marginal headings are not always given. The entries
follow a slightly different order, with exchequer fees and expenses coming
first. Smaller payments, such as the minuta necessaria for the exchequer
are often given as a total, rather than being entered individually. Entries
are usually not as detailed as those on the corresponding issue rolls, and
the enrolled account sometimes contains errors in names and dates. The
enrolled account also omits payments recorded on the issue roll which
were disallowed by the auditors, although the money had actually been
paid out of the Irish exchequer.? After 1377 the new shortened form of
the account gives totals for different kinds of payments and in some cat-
egories lists the names of the recipients, but no details are given of indi-
vidual amounts or the reasons for the payments.

NATURE OF THE SOURCES

First, it should be pointed out that these records do not present a com-
plete picture of the money expended by the Dublin administration. Many
payments were made locally by sheriffs and other officials out of the money
they had collected in the course of their duties; since the money never
reached the exchequer, this expenditure was not entered on the issue rolls

! The first such account is actually that of Stephen de Vale, covering the years 1368-72 (no. 91 below),
which was not enrolled until 1377.

2 This accounts for the fact that the total of payments as given in the enrolled account and the issue rolls for
the same period may differ.
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as payments out of the exchequer. There is no comprehensive list of such
payments, which were usually made on the authority of a writ from the
exchequer to the official. The pipe rolls of the Irish exchequer, which
exist in calendar form up to 1348,' give details of allowances given to
sheriffs, seneschals, collectors of customs and others in their accounts for
money which they had paid out in this way. Entries of some writs author-
ising payment (known as writs of mandamus) were enrolled on the Irish
memoranda rolls, but not all were recorded there.? Payments made using
this procedure included wages to exchequer messengers, additional fees to
clerks and other administrative officials and rewards of various kinds. The
individual sums concerned were usually quite small.

Despite their limitations, the issue rolls and enrolled accounts are a valuable
and unique source for medieval Irish history, especially in the late thir-
teenth and fourteenth centuries. The details which they contain throw
light not only on the working of the Dublin administration, but also on
such subjects as the nature and extent of Gaelic resistance and the at-
tempts to deal with it, Irish involvement in the campaigns in Wales and
later in Scotland, the impact of the Bruce invasion and the increased Eng-
lish military involvement in Ireland in the 1360s and 1370s. Up to now,
these sources have not been easily accessible to researchers, apart from
those up to 1304 included by Sweetman in his Calendar of documents re-
lating to Ireland.® It is hoped that the present work will make these sources
more widely available than they have been in the past, and encourage their
use by researchers working in a variety of disciplines.

! Printed in the 35th — 39th, 42nd — 45th, 47th, 53rdand 54th Reports of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records
of Ireland.

2 There are two surviving Irish memoranda rolls, those for 1309-10 and 1319-20 (NAI, EX 1/1 and 2). The
most important calendar is that compiled by the Irish Record Commission (NAI, RC 8). For a discussion of
these rolls and a list of surviving material see J.F. Lydon, ‘Survey of the Memoranda Rolls of the Irish
Exchequer, 1294-1509’, Anal. Hib. 23 (1966), pp 51-134. See also David V. Craig, ‘The memoranda roll
of the Irish exchequer for 3 Edward IT' (Ph.D. thesis, University of Dublin, 1984), which contains an
edition of the text of EX 1/1 and a detailed introduction explaining exchequer procedures and the functions
of exchequer officials. This work is to be published by the Irish Manuscripts Commission in the near future.

* Sweetman included issue rolls and enrolled accounts up to 1304, but there are omissions and in some cases
only a selection of items from a roll is given by him. The footnote at the beginning of each record below
gives the Cal. doc. Ire. reference where applicable. )



EDITORIAL METHOD

CHOICE OF TEXT

The issue roll is the most complete record of payments out of the Irish
exchequer and has therefore been chosen as the basic text, with the treas-
urer’s roll, where it survives, being preferred to the chamberlain’s counter-
roll. In cases where the roll is defective, the counter-roll and/or the en-
rolled account have been used.! The enrolled account is used as the basic
text where no issue rolls or counter-rolls survive. In cases where some,
but not all, of the issue rolls relating to an account survive, the surviving
ones are used, the gaps in the series noted and the full enrolled account
printed in the appendix.? No attempt has been made to reconstruct the
missing issue rolls. In cases where there are no issue rolls or enrolled
accounts, this is stated and an explanation given where possible.
Footnotes give references for both treasurer’s and chamberlain’s rolls and
the enrolled account, where these exist, and, for the period up to 1304,
to the printed versions in Sweetman’s Calendar of documents relating to
Ireland. The reference to the corresponding receipt roll is also given, and
the amount recorded on the receipt roll for the same period, though these
totals do not always include revenue received from subsidies or royal serv-
ice, which were occasionally recorded on separate receipt rolls. A list of sur-
viving writs of liberate and letters of acquittance is given in the appendix.

FORM OF THE CALENDAR

Each entry on the roll is included in as full a form as possible, with the
omission of repeated and redundant words and phrases. The statement
that payments were made by writ and letters of acquittance has been omitted,
except when the date or origin of the authorising writ are given. In the
case of fees paid to officials and constables of royal castles from Trinity
term 1292 onwards, the customary annual fee for each office is given in a

! For example, the two surviving issue rolls for the years 12924 are very badly damaged, so the enrolled
account of William de Estdene has been used and the issue rolls printed in the appendix. The documenta-
tion relating to Stephen de Fulbourne’s second account (1278-85) is an exceptional case. Here the
transcript of issues made for the auditors (E 101/230/13 (1) and (2)) is more detailed than the treasurer’s
roll, as the entries were checked against the corresponding writs and material added from them. It has
therefore been used as the basic text, with the treasurer’s and chamberlain’s rolls (E 101/230/8, 14, 15, 19,
24, 25; E 101/231/1, 3) and E 101/230/12 (a roll of payments out of the Irish exchequer where the writs
were found in not in the treasury or in the hands of the chamberlain but in the hands of the treasurer) being
used for comparison.

2 The exception to this is William de Estdene’s second account (1294-9) which was compiled on an annual
basis, so that it is possible to use the relevant parts to fill the gaps in the series of enrolled accounts.
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table at the front of the volume and omitted from the individual entries.!
The annual fee payable to an individual is included in the text only where
it differs from the standard rate, or where there is a p0351b111ty of confu-
sion or ambiguity.

The subject headings are reproduced as they appear in the records with
two exceptions. In the case of fees paid to officials, each item has its own
heading on the issue roll; here, for reasons of space, and to avoid needless
repetition, they have been grouped together under the heading of Fees.
Headings given in square brackets are editorial and do not appear on the
rolls. Payment of annual fees to exchequer officials are headed feoda
privata on the issue rolls, but here, for clarity, are given the heading
Exchequer fees. Marginal notes added during the audit, mostly queries
or disallowing of payments, have been recorded in footnotes to the entries
to which they refer.

NAMES OF PERSONS AND PLACES

Forenames are translated, using the form of the name closest to the Latin,
e.g. Reginaldusis given as Reginald, not Reynold. Where there is a placename
element in the name, it is left in its original form, except in the case of
certain Latin placenames which have been translated into the modern English
form.? De is not translated as ‘of’, except where it is clearly intended to
denote the actual place of origin or habitation of the person, usually where
the name consists of a forename and epithet or occupation, followed by de
and a placename. In such cases the placename has been modernised, as in
the case of placenames which do not form part of a personal name. Where
there is an occupational element in the name, this has been left in its
original form, except in the case of Latin words, which are given in trans-
lation with the Latin version in brackets afterwards. The words have been
translated as if they were surnames, e.g. Cocus is translated as ‘Cook’ rather
than ‘the cook’. Patronymics have been translated in the form X son of Y,
except where the French form fizz or fiz occurs in the text, and in the case
of certain individuals, mainly of the Geraldine families, where they are
better known in the form X fitz Y. Irish and Welsh names are printed as
they occur in the text and are indexed under the standard form of the
name.

Frequently occurring placenames, and those which are easily identifi-
able, are given in their modern form; others are printed as they appear in
the text and are indexed under the modern form.

! Exchequer fees were fixed by ordinance on 30 April 1292 (see above p. 2). Most other fees were also paid
at a standard rate from then on.

2 These are Beverley, Chester, Cirencester, Exeter, Gloucester, Kent, Newcastle, Shrewsbury, Winchester,
Worcester and York.
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TRANSLATION

To avoid confusion and misinterpretation, some words have been left
untranslated in the printed version. In some cases, this is because there is
no satisfactory English equivalent (e.g. sazellites, parentela), and an expla-
nation of the term is necessary. This will be found in the glossary. Some
other words have been left in their original form because they are capable
of being translated in several different ways, and it is not apparent from
the context which meaning is intended (e.g. municio can mean fortifica-
tion, garrison, provisioning, protection or defence). These alternative trans-
lations are also listed in the glossary. In cases where there is any doubrt as
to the accuracy of the translation, the Latin words are given in brackets
immediately after the English version. Footnotes are occasionally used to
explain technical terms which occur.

DATES

Most dates in the original rolls and accounts are given either in day/month
format, or in relation to a feast day (e.g. Thursday after the Nativity of St
John the Baptist), with the year expressed as the regnal year of the king.
In the calendar, these have, with a few exceptions, been modernised. Dates
given in relation to a feast day have been silently converted to day/month
format, with the exception of a few which were frequently used as days for
the payment of quarterly or half-yearly instalments of annual payments,
and have been left in their original form. A separate list of these is pro-
vided. In the calendar, where the words Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter and
Trinity occur alone, the feast is intended; where the reference is to the
term, the word “term” is included to avoid confusion. _

In some enrolled accounts which cover more than one year, payments
are recorded as having been made, for example, “in the sixth year”. These
refer to the exchequer year beginning on 30 September, and in each case
have been rendered here as the two calendar years included in that ex-
chequer year; for example, “in the sixth year” in the reign of Edward II is
given as 131213, meaning the year running from 30 September 1312 to
29 September 1313.

Regnal years have been translated into calendar years, using the modern
format with the year beginning on 1 January. In some cases, events are
said to have taken place in a specific regnal year, but no further details are
given. This is shown in the text as the regnal year (for example, «.7.15),
followed by the corresponding calendar years in brackets. A separate list
of the dates of commencement of the regnal years from Henry III to
Henry VI is provided.



ABBREVIATIONS

Bibilographical abbreviations are taken from those given in A new history of
Ireland, ii (Oxford, 1993)
Anal. Hib.  Analecta Hibernica
BL  British Library

Cal. doc. Ire.  Calendar of documents relating to Ireland, ed. H.S.
Sweetman (5 vols., London, 1875-86)

Cal. fine rolls  Calendar of Fine Rolls (London, 1911—)
Cal. pat. rolls  Calendar of Patent Rolls (London, 1891-)
E.HR.  English Historical Review
NAI  National Archives of Ireland
PRO  Public Record Office
R.IA. Proc.  Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy

Richardson &
Sayles,
Admin. Ire.  H.G. Richardson and G.O. Sayles, The Administration of
Ireland, 1172—1377 (Irish Manuscripts Commission,
1963)

Rot. parl.  Roruli parliamentorum (7 vols., London, 1783-1832)

Rot. par. Hib.  Rotulorum patentium et clausorum cancellariae Hiberniae
calendarium, ed. Edward Tresham (Dublin, 1828)



NOTE ON DATES

FREQUENTLY OCCURRING FEAST DAYS:

Michaelmas
Christmas

Hilary

Easter

Trinity

Nativity of St John
the Baptist

REGNAL YEARS:

29 September
25 December
13 January

variable date!

variable date (varies in relation to Easter)
24 June

Regnal years are given in the text as a.7. (= anno regni) and the number of the
year, followed by the equivalent calendar years in brackets. The following list
shows the date on which the regnal year of each king began.

Henry III (1216-72)
Edward I (1272-1307)
Edward II (1307-1327)
Edward III (1327-77)
Richard II (1377-99)
Henry IV (1399-1413)
Henry V (1413-22)
Henry VI (1422-61)

EXCHEQUER YEAR:

28 October
20 November
8 July

25 January
22 June

30 September
21 March

1 September

Exchequer years are expressed in the text as calendar years, e.g. 1334-5. The
exchequer year began on 30 September and ran to the following 29 Septem-

ber.

! The date of Easter for every year of the Christian era is given in C.R. Cheney (ed.), Handbook of Dates for
Students of English History (Royal Historical Society, various editions).
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EXCHEQUER TERMS:

The exchequer year was composed of four terms, Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter
and Trinity. Until 1293, when Irish exchequer practice was assimilated to
that of the English exchequer, the fourth term was known as the term of St
John the Baptist. With the exception of Easter term, each term began on the
day following the feast day, as shown below.

Michaelmas 30 September
Hilary 14 January
Easter 8 days after Easter Sunday
Trinity  the day after the feast, which was variable
St John the Baptist 25 June



LIST OF FEES

The following list gives the customary annual fees payable out of the Irish
exchequer to officials of the Dublin administration and constables of royal
castles from Trinity term 1292 onwards, together with the royal alms paid on
behalf of the king to the Dominicans and Franciscans, and to the abbey of St
Thomas the Martyr near Dublin. Where an individual official was paid at a
different rate, this is specified in the text. Exchequer fees were fixed by ordi-
nance in April 1292, and most other fees were paid at a standard rate from
then on. Officials often received rewards or extra payments, and in the fif-
teenth century many received an “increment” or daily allowance to supple-

ment their annual fees. Details of these are given in the text.

ROYAL OFFICIALS:
Justiciar
Chancellor

Common bench:
chief justice
other justices

keeper of the rolls etc.

Justiciar’s court:
chief or sole justice
other justices

keeper of the rolls etc.

King’s pleader
King’s attorney

Exchequer:
treasurer
baron
chancellor
chamberlain
remembrancer
summoner?
engrosser?

£500
£40

£40
£26 13s. 4d. (40m.)
£5

£40
£26 13s. 4d. (40m.)
£5

£5
£3 6s. 8d. (5m.)

£40

£13 6s. 8d. (20m.)

£10

£6 13s. 4d.

£5!

£2 13s. 4d. (4m.) and 13s. 4d. for a robe
5d. per day when exchequer is open and £1
for a robe

1
When there were two remembrancers, they shared the fee.

? Also called clerk writing summonses.

? Also called clerk writing the great rolls or rolls of accounts.
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_treasurer’s clerk 5d. per day when exchequer is open
usher £1 p.a. until 1305; 1'/2d. per day after 1305

Chaplains of Dublin

castle and exchequer £2 10s. each and 2s. for wax for each chapel

CONSTABLES OF ROYAL CASTLES*:

Roscommon £60

Rinndown £40

Athlone £40

Dublin £18 5s. (1s. per day)
Limerick £6 13s. 4d. (10m.)
Cashel £6 13s. 4d. (10m.)
Drogheda £5

The constable of Newcastle McKinegan was paid at different rates depending
on whether there was war in the locality or not. Details of the rate at which
each payment was made are given in the text.

ALMS:
Dominicans £23 6s. 8d. (35m.)
Franciscans £23 6s. 8d. (35m.)
St Thomas™ abbey £13 6s. 8d. (20m.)

4 The titles "constable” and “keeper” seem to have been interchangeable at this time.



GLOSSARY

The following list contains (1) words which have no safisfactory English equivalent
and require an explanation; (2) words which are capable of being translated in
several different ways and whose meaning is not always apparent from the

context.

Equus coopertus

Expeditio
Garcio
Garnestura
Municio

Parentela

Parliamentum
Progenies
Satellites
Serviens
Tractatus

Valettus

Barded or armoured horse; also, by extension, the
man at arms riding it

Hastening, expediting; also, a military expedition
Groom, attendant, servant

Stores, equipment, provisioning, garrison
Defence, fortification, garrison, provisioning

“Socially marginal relatives who were often united
with the rest of the lineage through possession of a
common surname’’

Parley, parliament

Lineage. kindred

Armed followers (often foot soldiers)
Servant, sergeant

Meeting, discussion; also, a great council

servant, yeoman (particularly of the the king)

! Ciaran Parker, ‘Paterfamilias and parentela: the le Poer lineage in fourteenth-century Waterford’, R.I.A.

Proc. 95 C (1995), p. 93.



LIST OF RECORDS

1270 — 1446
[1] Michaelmas 1270 — Michaelmas 1272
[2] | [Michaelmas term 1272 — Trinity term 1274]"
(3] Michaelmas term 1274 — Trinity term 1278
[4] Michaelmas term 1278 — Trinity term 1279
(5] Michaelmas term 1279 — Trinity term 1280
[6] Michaelmas term 1280 — Trinity term 1281
(7] Michaelmas term 1281 — Trinity term 1282
[8] Michaelmas term 1282 — Trinity term 1283
9] Michaelmas term 1283 — Trinity term 1284
[i 0] Michaelmas term 1284 — 29 April 1285
[11] [29 April — 5 August 1285]
[12] 5 August 1285 — 28 July 1291
[13] 29 July 1291 - 23 May 1292
[14] 9 June 1292 — 14 June 1294
[15] 14 June 1294 — Trinity term 1295
[16] Michaelmas term 1295 — Trinity term 1296
[17] Michaelmas term 1296 — Trinity term 1297
[18] Michaelmas term 1297 — Trinity term 1298
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